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May, 2015
May is National Mobility Awareness Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, May 11th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2015 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter News:
Take Back The Night

Middlesex County NOW was again a co-sponsor of WOAH’s (We Organize Against Harassment) annual Take Back The Night march on April 22.  The event featured pizza and a rally before the march and a speak-out rally after the march.  Pictured below, from the left, are Skip Drumm, chapter president, Mary Pranzatelli, chapter vice president, and Deb Huber, president of NOW-NJ, preparing to step off on the march.  Alan Gross, chapter secretary also participated.  More pictures are available on our chapter Facebook page (NOW Middlesex County NJ).
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2015 NOW Annual Conference: Strategy Summit & Bylaws Convention  

Registration is now open for the 2015 NOW Annual Conference!  The 2015 National NOW Conference will be held from June 19-21 in New Orleans, Louisiana at the Hyatt Regency.  Not only will this conference feature amazing speakers, valuable skills building workshops, and plenty of local culture, this Conference will be an opportunity for us to come together and tackle the critical issues on NOW’s agenda and shape the future of women’s rights.  Additionally, this year’s conference will give NOW activists the opportunity to address our bylaws and organizational structure. Register today!
Job Openings
There will be a job fair hosted by Assemblyman Joe Danielsen, the Middlesex County Regional Chamber of Commerce, and The Imperia on Tuesday, May 5, 2015 from 10 am to 2 pm at The Imperia, 1714 Easton Avenue, Somerset NJ 08873.  The chapter has an event flier, a list of workshops, and a list of confirmed corporate attendees.  Please e-mail Middlesex@nownj.org if you would like a copy.  Or you can contact Joe Forte, Danielsen’s Director of Community Affairs, at 732-247-3999.  If you will be attending, please RSVP here or arrive at 9:45 am to sign in.
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Health Ambassadors Train to Fight Menstruation Taboos By Laura Puglisi, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  In some places around the world girls are supposed to disappear during their periods. In others a shortage of hygiene products means they can't leave home and wind up missing a lot of school. That's where a group called Days for Girls comes in. Check out this link to see what they are doing to help alleviate this serious problem.
Why Women 'Having It All' Is an Empty Concept By Dawna Ballard and Sunshine Webster, WeNews commentators.  After all this time, maybe we don't have the answer because it's the wrong question. Better to wonder: Can we achieve alignment?
Tamara Winfrey-Harris Is Fixing 'Broken' Narrative By Hajer Naili, WeNews staff reporter.  Her first book, "The Sisters are Alright," comes out later this year and, in interviews with hundreds of women, challenges a downbeat media perception of African American women: "Most of us are happy to be exactly who we are."
In Online Forums, Women Share Copper IUD Fears By Scilla Alecci, WeNews correspondent.  Women who believe their copper IUD is making them sick are turning to the Internet for advice. They are afraid the metal may be affecting their bodies. Since their doctors disagree, alternative medicine is the only option.
Pauline Frederick Paved Way for Female Journalists By Marilyn S. Greenwald, WeNews guest author.  The only female network correspondent for more than ten years, Frederick was accustomed to being the only woman in the room, says Marilyn S. Greenwald in this excerpt from "Pauline Frederick Reporting." Her successful career was a balancing act.
Pregnancy Case Given 2nd Chance; LGBT Find Less Jobs By WeNews staff.  The Supreme Court sent the pregnancy discrimination case of Peggy Young against the delivery company UPS back to a lower court. Also this week, a report finds that LGBT women struggle to find and keep good jobs.
It's Time to Reclaim Our Reproductive Sovereignty By Carol Downer, WeNews commentator.  As abortion rights erode, we move closer to the years just before Roe v. Wade when some of us formed self-help groups and took charge of our reproductive health needs, including abortion. Those times are a guide forward. See link for the first of two articles.

Victim Is Not to Blame, Say Authors of Report on Rolling Stone Rape Story By Hajer Naili, WeNews Staff Reporter.  At a press conference held at the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism April 6, two authors of an investigative report on Rolling Stone's coverage of an alleged gang-rape at the University of Virginia insisted that “Jackie,” the victim featured in the story, should not be blamed.
In Wisconsin, Free Clinics Brace for More Fallout By Christine J. Martell-WeNews correspondent.  Free clinics in the Badger state are providing more ob-gyn services and counseling on insurance coverage. A High Court ruling could also bring an avalanche of new demand. "We have to be ready, no matter what," says one administrator.
Freedom Laws Redrawn; Indiana Convicts for Feticide By WeNews staff.  Arkansas' governor called for changes to a religious-freedom bill passed by the state's legislature; Indiana is reconsidering its similar bill. Also in Indiana, a judge sentenced a woman to 20 years in prison on charges of feticide of her fetus.
Ellen Pao's Trial Stood for Many Earning Far Less By Elizabeth Kristen, WeNews commentator.  Her case involved a venture capital firm, but the issues it dredges up are hugely applicable to many women who are just scraping by and don't even dare to bring such harassment complaints on their own behalf.
One Big Thing to Remember About Candidate Hillary By Caryl Rivers, WeNews commentator.  Her chance to be a historic game changer is nothing to yawn about. Male dominance of politics is huge and growing and it shows we are still up against John Adams' fear of "the despotism of the petticoat."
Nigeria's New Leader on Chibok Girls: Will Do More By Maham Javaid, WeNews correspondent.  On the one-year anniversary of the abduction of 276 girls from Chibok, the country's president-elect promised to respond differently to the kidnappings than the current government. Rallies were also staged globally to mark the anniversary.
Fight for $15, Push for Equal Pay, Flow Together By WeNews staff.  Equal Pay Day came on April 14 and Tax Day wage demonstrations followed the next day. The timing spotlights women's stake in the push for such legal rights as paid sick days, paid family leave and worker-controlled flexibility.
World Bankers: Please Study Menstruation Costs By Marni Sommer, WeNews commentator.  At the spring meeting I hope World Bankers will decide to study the toll it takes when girls and women have no handy bathrooms to change napkins and tampons. We need this data to push nations and communities to improve the supply of water and toilets in workplaces.
Florida Teens Say Street Harassment is Everywhere By Rose Shannon, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  To mark International Anti-Street Harassment Week, taking place this week, teen videographer Cady Bohannon asked some other students, male and female, in her Florida high school to reflect on their own experiences. See link for story and video.
Here's Why I'm Hoping Hillary Can Pull It Off By Rita Henley Jensen, WeNews editor in chief.  I've followed Clinton closely since 1991, when I interviewed her and was delighted to find her so knowledgeable about poverty. Now I hope she can do more than in past campaigns to highlight women's special, and politically neglected, issues.
Girls Fare Better in Open-Door Justice Programs By Crystal Lewis and Angeli Rasbury, with Annie Geng, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  Programs that keep troubled girls from entering juvenile detention residences are lowering recidivism rates as well as costs. An advocate points to increased homeless-ness and poverty, saying they result in more runaways. The first in a three-part series.
Report: Latinos Standing Up to Domestic Violence By Maham Javaid, WeNews correspondent.  Findings of the April 21 report on domestic violence and sexual assault will inform the launch of "NO MÁS," the first national awareness campaign engaging Latinos to end domestic violence and sexual assault.
In Detroit Hospital, Black Babies Are Latching On By Molly M. Ginty, WeNews correspondent.  Detroit's Mother Nurture Project connects black mothers with peer breastfeeding counselors who offer support. Here's how this community-oriented approach is helping. The first of two articles.
Yale Rowers Stripped to Protest Unfair Conditions By Ginny Gilder, WeNews guest author.  In the early 1970s, the women's rowing program was started at Yale, but female athletes were treated differently than male ones, says Ginny Gilder in this excerpt from her memoir "Course Correction." The women's team took action into their own hands in a very clever way. See link for story. 
Pope Ends Stifling of Nuns; Systemic Rape in Iraq By WeNews staff.  The Vatican unexpectedly ended its controversial reform of the main umbrella group of U.S. nuns. Also this week, Human Rights Watch accused ISIS of war crimes and, potentially, crimes against humanity for its treatment of Yezidi women.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.

An Indiana Woman Was Sentenced to 20 Years in Prison for Having a Miscarriage Purvi Patel, a 33-year-old woman from Indiana, has been found guilty of feticide and neglect and sentenced to 20 years in prison.
Malta Just Became the First Country to Ban ‘Normalization’ Surgery on Intersex Infants This bill makes Malta the first country to ban unnecessary surgery on intersex infants.
Louisiana Personhood Bill Would Ban Some Forms of Birth Control and Give Fetuses Full Legal Rights Senate Bill 80 would add a section to the Louisiana constitution defining personhood as “a human being from the moment of conception.”
On Transgender Day of Visibility, Advocates are CelebratingTrans Lives and Experiences International Women’s Day this year marked a march for women’s rights attended by thousands of people and the beginning of a two-week long UN Commission on the Status of Women
Senate ‘Vote-A-Rama’ Passes Amendments for Equal Pay, Pregnant Workers, Paid Leave, Benefits for Same-Sex Couples A bipartisan majority of Senators this in early April voted in favor of budget amendments that show growing momentum for paid sick leave for employees, social security and veterans benefits for same-sex couples, equal pay, and fair treatment for pregnant workers. 

Masked Intruder Attacks Last Abortion Clinic Standing in Mississippi In the early hours of the morning Monday, March 30, a person in a mask wielding what appeared to be a machete attacked the Jackson Women’s Health Organization, the last remaining abortion clinic in the state of Mississippi.
Voter Suppression Efforts Quietly Advance in Nevada Nevada Republicans, having won control of the state legislature in 2014, are moving to increase barriers to voting.

The Obama Administration Has Come Out Against Anti-Gay “Conversion Therapy”  President Obama announced that his administration condemns “conversion therapy” for LGBT youth.

A Judge Just Dramatically Reduced the Sentence of a Man Convicted of Raping a Toddler Superior Judge M. Marc Kelly of Orange County, California, reduced the mandatory minimum 25-to-life sentence of Kevin Jonas Rojano-Nieto by 15 years, saying he believed the rapist did not intend to hurt the victim. 
Kansas Has Banned the Safest, Most Common Kind of Second-Trimester Abortion Kansas Governor Sam Brownback (R), who is openly anti-abortion, just signed into law a bill that makes Kansas the first state to ban most second-trimester abortions.
Feminists Are Cheering on Hillary’s Presidential Bid Hillary Clinton’s unique social media entrance to the 2016 presidential race dominated news Sunday, April 12, and was received well by many – especially feminists.
Democratic Senators Pushed for the Paycheck Fairness Act for Equal Pay Day Senator Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) joined Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) and five Democratic women of the Senate on April 17th to urge Congress to pass the Paycheck Fairness Act.
The Senate Has Finally Confirmed Loretta Lynch for Attorney General After a Five-Month Delay After a five-month battle, the Senate finally confirmed Loretta Lynch US Attorney General on April 24th, making her the first Black woman in US history to take on the role. The Senate’s confirmation saw a vote of 56-43.

General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.


What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

