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November, 2015
November is Native American Heritage Month

Be sure to vote this coming Tuesday, November 3
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, December 14th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  This will be our elections and party meeting!  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2015 schedule of meetings, as well as the 2016 schedule of proposed meeting dates is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
Chapter Elections, and Party
Our next chapter meeting, December 14th, will be our elections meeting.  Let us know if you are interested in participating as a chapter officer.  The duties are not onerous, and the satisfaction can be great!  All current officers are willing to share responsibilities or switch positions to accommodate new officers.
This meeting, after elections, will be our annual holiday party.  But this year is special because this meeting will be the last regular chapter meeting that Rich and John will host.  They want to make it a “blow out” party, so do come, even if you don’t regularly attend meetings, and bring your like-minded friends, too.  We will be celebrating over a decade of their hosting and supplying us with dinner!

(If you haven’t heard, Rich and John gave us almost a year’s warning, and the chapter voted several months ago, after considering several alternatives, to move the meetings to Skip and Alan’s home in Somerset starting in January.)
Sanar Institute

A former Middlesex NOW member, Gabby Celeiro, who now lives in Newark, is a co-founder of the Sanar Institute, whose doors are opening this month in Newark to provide free holistic long term therapeutic services to survivors of gender based violence – human trafficking, intimate partner violence and sexual assault.  You can learn more about the Sanar Institute in this video, http://youtu.be/F-K1Wgh0gro, and donations can be made here.
From NOW President Terry O’Neill in Huffington Post quoting Hillary Clinton: "As President, I'll fight to make sure every campus offers every survivor the support she needs, and we'll make sure that these services are comprehensive, confidential, and coordinated."
From Facebook’s “The Other 98%”:

[image: image1.png]"How about we treat every young man who wants to
buy a gun like every woman who wants to get an
abortion — mandatory 48-hr waiting period, parental
permission, a note from his doctor proving he
understands what he's about to do, a video he has to
watch about the effects of gun violence, an ultrasound
wand up the ass (just because). Let's close down all but
one gun shop in every state and make him travel
hundreds of miles, take time off work, and stay
overnight in a strange town to get a gun. Make him
walk through a gauntlet of people holding photos of
loved ones who were shot to death, people who call
him a murderer and beg him not to buy a gun.

It makes more sense to do this with young men and
guns than with women and health care, right? I mean,
no woman getting an abortion has killed a room full of
people in seconds, right?"





The governor of Maine delivered a sexist comment straight out of the 1950s At a town hall meeting in Auburn, Governor Paul LePage once again lashed out against Question 1, a citizen initiative to increase election transparency and strengthen Maine’s Clean Elections Act.  “That’s like giving my wife my checkbook. I’m telling you, it’s giving your wife your checkbook,” said LePage.
The Pentagon officially swore in Amanda Simpson as the deputy assistant secretary of defense for operational energy.  Simpson, who had previously been the executive director of the U.S. Army Office of Energy Initiative, is now the highest-ranking openly transgender official in the Obama administration.  “With her extraordinary experience and talent, there is no doubt that Deputy Assistant Secretary Simpson will excel in this important position of leadership within the Department of Defense,” said Human Rights Campaign President Chad Griffin in a statement.  “As an openly transgender American, her visibility and leadership is also incredibly important, especially as the Department moves to update the outdated regulations that continue to prevent transgender service members from serving openly and honestly.  We congratulate her as she takes on this important role serving our great nation.”  (From Challenge, the newsletter of Gay Activist Alliance in Morris County (GAAMC), who got it from the Washington Blade.)
Excerpts From Ms. Magazine, Summer 2015 (not yet on line):
I do! – Now What?  by Sarah R. Boonin and Janson Wu.  The marriage equality victory is just the first step toward full legal equality for LGBT Americans. …

What many of us are wondering is what happens next.  LGBT-equality activists will go on to celebrate new victories but will also suffer the inevitable setbacks.  As we face these challenges, we have much to learn from the lessons of the reproductive-rights movement over the past 40 years. The religious right has rolled back reproductive rights by refocusing the debate on religion and morality, and it looks to attempt the same when it comes to LGBT rights.  Yet bolstered by the Obergefel opinion and its broader promise of equality, the LGBT-rights movement may be in a stronger position to combat those efforts.  And LGBT advocates’ success in thwarting the religious right could open up new possibilities for women’s reproductive freedom. …

The next frontier in this struggle is already taking shape.  Despite record public support for LGBT equality, no federal law explicitly protects LGBT individuals from discrimination in employment, housing or public accommodations.  More than half of the states lack such protections. …
LGBT advocates are looking to close these gaping holes.  Rep. David Cicilline (D-R.I.) and Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) have introduced the Equality Act, which would amend the Civil Rights Act to include sexual orientation and gender identity.  Their legislation would also add sex to Title II, which prohibits discrimination in public accommodations. …
While pro-equality forces are heartened by the recent victory on marriage, those opposed are responding in predictable ways.  The denial and defiance that characterized the first wave of opposition to Obergefel have given way to more subtle and strategic forms of resistance.  This latest chapter is being written in the name of “religious freedom.”  Unchallenged, it has the power to gut the promise of LGBT equality. …
One might ask: Aren’t these efforts by the right relatively benign?  So what if you can’t buy a wedding cake from a bigot?  Let the LGBT community patronize businesses that actually want their money. …

The problem is that state-sanctioned discrimination by businesses and individuals does more than delay the planning of a wedding.  Discrimination in any form is damaging.  It perpetuates social, personal, emotional and community harm.  Moreover, while it is one thing to live without explicit legal protection against discrimination – to lack a shield – it is quite another for the state to sanction discrimination against you and those like you – to arm offenders with a sword.  Our country has already experienced legally sanctioned discrimination by businesses; being barred from the lunch counter was more than mere inconvenience. …
This tactic is telegraphed in Obergefell’s four dissenting opinions.  The justices who wrote them sound an alarm of religious oppression, predicting a world in which gays and lesbians enjoy a legal super-status, free to trample on the rights of the religious. …

According to the Guttmacher Institute, today 45 states allow some health-care providers to deny abortion services; 43 allow entire hospitals to deny abortions.  Thirteen states allow some health-care providers to refuse services related to contraception, and 18 allow some providers to refuse sterilization services. …

This was precisely the narrative that emerged in last year’s 5-4 decision in Burwell v. Hobby Lobby, in which the Supreme Court allowed private, for profit corporations that claim religious interests to refuse to comply with the contraceptive mandate of the Affordable Care Act.  In allegedly “balancing” the religious interests of for-profit corporations against the government’s interest in providing contraceptive access to women, the majority barely acknowledged the importance of contraception to women.  Indeed, women’s interests were essentially absent from the majority opinion, in which Justice Kennedy joined. …

Just as women’s-rights champions rejoiced in the wake of Griswold and Roe, we have much to celebrate in Obergefell:  newfound equality in the vitally important institution of marriage, and the court’s promise of something greater.  But we also have reason to be vigilant.  The seeds of a rhetorical and theoretical undermining of LGBT equality have already been sown. …
Meanwhile, will America’s recent contradictory patchwork of marriage laws be replaced by a patchwork of varying state laws permitting discrimination?  Will the battle between so-called religious freedom and LGBT individuals become the new debate, supplanting real questions about the dignity and equality of a community that still has so far to go?  Will LGBT rights, like reproductive rights, be relegated to a class of their own, different from other civil rights and compelled to occupy a position of legal outcast? …

Justice Kennedy wrote in Obergefell, “Outlaw to outcast may be a step forward, but it does not achieve the full promise of liberty.”  As the LGBT community takes one step closer to equal liberty, it cannot take that full promise for granted.  But if advocates are able to capitalize on Obergefell’s embrace of LGBT equality and dignity to effectively combat religious backlash, their victories might very well bolster the reproductive-rights movement in its decades-long battle against the same threats.

Facebook Leans In  by Martha Burk.
The tech giant gave contracted workers a huge boost. … A number of Facebook contractors in the U.S. are now required to pay a $15 minimum wage, provide a minimum 15 paid days off for holidays and sick time, and give a $4,000 bonus to new parents who don’t receive paid parental leave.
Layers of Injustice  by Terry O’Neill
Legislators are stripping women of their reproductive and economic rights. … Texas’ draconian TRAP (Targeted Regulation of Abortion Providers) law … mandates that all abortion clinics operate like hospital-style surgical centers and also requires clinic doctors to have admitting privileges in local hospitals.  Most clinics can’t comply due to funding constraints; costs to comply can run into the millions. …
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
She Rocks the Runways for Plus-Size Fashion  By Jan Paschal, WeNews contributing editor.  Hayley Hasselhoff, the Wilhelmina model, who wears a size 14, wants women to get the message: The best thing you can do for yourself is to love your body. On Sept. 26 she'll be back on the catwalk, in England's Curve Fashion Festival.
College Applicants Research Schools on Sex Assault  By Elysse Vernon, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  "I always search for any traces of a sexual assault case against a school I'm interested in," says one high school senior. And when schools bring up the issue themselves, or host screenings of the documentary "The Hunting Ground," it's often considered a good sign.
Global Goals Put Women at Heart of Poverty Battle  By Alana Chloe Esposito, WeNews correspondent.  But how successful will the new U.N. framework be in raising global living standards? Enthusiasts put faith in technological innovations. Skeptics say the global economic system is inherently exploitive and unjust and needs a real overhaul. 
GOP Candidates Have Little Good to Say About Equal Pay  By Sharon Johnson, WeNews senior correspondent.  So far, only Trump, Fiorina and Graham have commented on the gender pay gap during the campaign, but they all have track records on this issue. Here's a quick run-down of what we could find.
What Stand Will Hillary Take on Campus Rape Law?  By Ann Marie Cunningham-WeNews correspondent.  Some safety activists hail CASA, the bipartisan bill currently knocking around the Senate, as a means of curbing campus rape. But others see it as a dangerous threat to the rising and stronger protections of Title IX in this area. Will Clinton's proposal take sides?
Twitter Chat Gives Tips for Eating Disorders in College  By Katina Paron, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  Identifying triggers and asking for help are keys to helping young women deal with an eating disorder through their first year of college.
Multiracial Girls Open Up About Getting Bullied  By Tatyana Bellamy-Walker, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  "They started calling me albino," says one girl. "I didn't like that at all." While a high proportion of students who get bullied are multiracial, this type of harassment often goes unnoticed by school authorities, recent research finds.
Girls Bolt to Safe House to Avoid FGM  By Daraja Academy, Teen Voices partner commentators.  For writer Barbra Emily, not seeing her family is a small price to pay for escaping female genital mutilation, a practice undergone by 27 percent of women in Kenya, the World Health Organization reports.
Need to Know: 2 Gaps in Federal Gun Law on Domestic Abuse  By WeNews staff.  The U.S. already has a federal law called the Domestic Violence Offender Gun Ban, better known as the Lautenberg Amendment. So why isn't that enough? Here are two big reasons.
In Nepal's Disaster Camps, Girls Suffer Fear of 'Staining'  By Reeti K.C., Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  Talking about menstruation and feminine hygiene is rare in many parts of Nepal. After the earthquakes, that made it hard for girls struggling with rough camp conditions to speak up and say their foremost need was for sanitary pads.
'A Ballerina's Tale' Chronicles Misty Copeland's Journey  By Jennifer Merin, WeNews film critic.  Another must-see documentary is "Watchers of the Sky," focused on the human rights work of Raphael Lemkin, and be sure to also check out two badass female flicks: "Momentum" and "The Assassin."
Indian dudes to Indian dudes: Respect women  By Anne Bailey and Isis Madrid, PRI's The World correspondent.  What do Indian guys think about men who harass women in their country?
It took a bride shortage for some northern India communities to realize the value of girls  By Sonia Narang, PRI's The World correspondent.  In India, there are towns and villages with a drastically higher number of men compared to women. The northern state of Haryana has the worst gender ratio in the country: 879 women for every 1000 men.
'Supergirl' Coming to TV, Let's Check Her Powers  By Elizabeth Kristen, WeNews commentator.  I am sorry to see that the new "Supergirl" TV show starting Oct. 26 features another hyper feminine, blond, blue-eyed, skinny, white girl. That's not only monotonous, it sends a damaging cultural message to girls about who can be heroic and how.
Our Quest to Save Mothers' Lives Is Just Beginning  By Dr. Joia Crear Perry, WeNews commentator.  We need to pull together to build a culture of health, so that black women in the U.S. don't continue to die at rates on par with Iraq, Syria and North Korea.
Healthy Births, Healthy Moms: Black Maternal Health in America  By WeNews Staff.  African American families experience the death of a new mother three to four times more often than white families. Public health experts estimate that half of these deaths are avoidable and the ratio has not changed since the 1940s. At the same time, African American mothers' rates of ...
'Suffragette' Revitalizes Our Own, Century-Old Drama  By Jennifer Merin, WeNews film critic.  Other great new releases include "Difret," produced by Angelina Jolie Pitt, and "Heart of a Dog," a first-person essay by Laurie Anderson. And go see "I Smile Back" and think Oscars for Sarah Silverman!
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Abuse Victim Advocate Blasts Pope’s Remarks on US Bishops’ ‘Courage’
In a statement released by the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests, president Barbara Blaine blasted Pope Francis for his praise of US bishops’ “courage,” accusing the pontiff of doing “little if anything” to meaningfully address the Catholic Church’s decades-long sex abuse crisis
Senate Democrats Block Effort to Defund Planned Parenthood Senators voted 47-52 in late September to block a short-term spending bill, falling short of the 60 votes needed to defund Planned Parenthood beginning in October.

National Women’s Groups Urge Jerry Brown to Sign California FACT Law Women's rights groups, including the Feminist Majority Foundation, urge Governor Brown to sign FACT Act, requiring unlicensed crisis pregnancy centers to disclose that they are not medical providers.

Anti-Abortion Group Loses Last Ditch Attempt to Avoid Legal Process The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that the anti-abortion group calling itself the Center for Medical Progress must provide documents and respond to questions concerning deceptive videos the group produced to mislead the public about Planned Parenthood.

PPFA President Agrees to Testify Before House Committee; House Dems Demand CMP Testify, Too Planned Parenthood Federation of America President Cecile Richards has agreed to testify before the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.

Senate Democrats Block Restrictive 20-Week Abortion Ban Senate Dems blocked HR 36, a restrictive 20-week abortion ban that would force rape survivors under 18 years of age seeking abortion care to report the crime to authorities.

Federal Court Rules Anti-Abortion Group Can’t Plead the Fifth “It’s telling that the defendants have been very vocal in the media saying that they have nothing to hide, yet in federal court they want to plead the Fifth,” said NAF President Vicki Saporta.

Feminist Groups Oppose FratPAC Bill The bill would make it more difficult for colleges and universities to address campus sexual assault by requiring survivors to report incidents of sexual assault to a law enforcement agency before a school could investigate sexual assault allegations.
FMF President Eleanor Smeal Inducted into National Women’s Hall of Fame The first weekend in October Feminist Majority Foundation President Eleanor Smeal was inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame in historic Seneca Falls, New York.
Women Scientists Receive Less Funding Than Their Male Peers, Study Finds According to a new study published by the Journal of the American Medical Association, male scientists receive twice as much financial support to kickstart their careers in science and medicine as their female counterparts, an early career inequity that could limit professional opportunities for women scientists throughout their working lives.

Federal Judge Orders Anti-Abortion Group to Cede Footage to NAF A federal judge ruled that anti-abortion group Center for Medical Progress (CMP) and its leader David Daleidan must turn over all previously unreleased "sting" videos and outtakes of National Abortion Federation (NAF) meetings the group obtained surreptitiously as part of a smear campaign against the abortion provider.

31 Alabama DMVs Close, But Photo ID Still Required to Vote Congresswoman Terri Sewell is calling the closure of DMVs in mostly poor, African-American regions of Alabama - effectively cutting off access to obtaining voter ID - "unacceptable."

Study Finds US Gender Wage Gap Persists Data compiled by the US Census Bureau once again demonstrates a gender wage gap, showing that American women who work full-time, year-round jobs on average earn 79 cents for every dollar paid to men.
Sheryl Sandberg Releases Women In the Workplace Study Sheryl Sandberg, COO of Facebook and the founder of Lean In has launched Women In The Workplace, a study that looks at the state of women in corporate America.
FMF Supports New PPFA Policy, Congress Must Stop War on Women The Feminist Majority Foundation stands with Planned Parenthood in its new policy to provide patients with the opportunity to donate fetal tissue for medical research, without accepting reimbursements for their health centers’ reasonable expenses.
LGBT Californians Make Legal Strides
In October, California Governor Jerry Brown signed into law four bills that protect same-sex families, LGBT students and many more.
Activists Rally for Latina Equal Pay Day Latina women on average have to wait 10 months into the calendar year to be paid the same as white men in the previous year.
Oklahoma State Court Blocks One Anti-Abortion Measure, Allows Another 
An Oklahoma state court blocked a measure yesterday that would have banned the most commonly used method of second trimester abortion. The court allowed, however, a tripling of the state's mandatory waiting period from 24 to 72 hours.
Report Finds Texas’ HB2 Increases Abortion Wait Times A new report released by the University of Texas at Austin, Texas Policy Evaluation Project found patients seeking abortions in Texas have experienced an increase in wait times since the passage of HB2.
Gloria Steinem in DC: Organize, Vote, and Embrace the Feminist Label Steinem visited Washington, DC during her book tour for "My Life on the Road."
American Indian Women Granted Increased Access To Emergency Contraception Indian Health Services decides: American Indian women will finally have improved access to emergency contraception.

Texas Officials Raid Planned Parenthood To date, all investigations - including those carried out in Texas - have found no evidence of wrongdoing on the part of Planned Parenthood.
Update: Deputy Fields Has Been Fired
Update: The officer who violently attacked a female student at Spring Valley High School in South Carolina has been fired, his boss reports.
Gov. Cuomo Signs Women’s Equality Bills Into Law New York Governor Andrew Cuomo has signed into law several bills strengthening protections for women in the workplace as well as victims of sex trafficking, sexual harassment, and domestic violence in an effort to further women's equality in the state.
Planned Parenthood Clinic Vandalized by Intruder With Hatchet In the latest incident of violent anti-abortion extremism, an intruder wielding a hatchet ripped through a Planned Parenthood in Claremont, New Hampshire destroying telephones, medical equipment, computers and plumbing fixtures, resulting in "significant" damage including flooding.
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.

General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.

What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.

