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October, 2015
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, October 12th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2015 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
MsPresidentNOW
National NOW PAC is working to elect Hillary Clinton as President.  The effort formerly named NOW4Hillary is now called MsPresidentNOW.

· You can volunteer at http://nowpac.org/mspresidentnow/.

· There are talking points at http://nowpac.org/talking-points-now-pacs-endorsement-of-hillary-clinton/
· The National NOW press release is available here.

Voter Registration Deadline

October 13, 2015, is New Jersey’s deadline for registering to vote in this year’s November general election.

Emmys & Gender: 10-Year Investigation

The Women’s Media Center just produced a 10-year study on the Emmy nominations and gender.  [They] report that in the past decade, women have received only 22 percent of the Primetime Emmy nominations for writing, directing, producing, and editing.  You can read the report here.
Six Crucial Questions for All Presidential Candidates Read all six questions from Co-founder Robin Morgan here on Women's Media Center Features.
From the National Women’s Health Network:
It’s Time to Eliminate the Harmful Hyde Amendment  The morning of August 13, 2015, Congressional champions, led by Representatives Barbara Lee, Jan Schakowsky, and Diana DeGette, introduced the Equal Access to Abortion Coverage in Health Insurance (EACH) Woman Act.  This visionary legislation would end the infamous Hyde Amendment and lift harmful restrictions on abortion care coverage.
Did you know?

According to the Guttmacher Institute, within the first half of 2015, 51 abortion restrictions were enacted by state legislatures in the U.S.  This is a record number of reproductive health restrictions, with states implementing more limitations to abortion care during the first half of 2015 than during all of 2014.  More
Excerpts From Ms. Magazine, Summer 2015 (not yet on line):
Lest We Forget

· “Living while in possession of a vagina is not a hindrance.  It is not a flaw.  It is a gift.  It makes you stronger.  It makes you fight harder.  Go further.  Do better.  It makes you a badass.” – Shonda Rhimes

· “Misogyny is ingrained in people from the time they are born.  So to me, feminism is probably the most important movement that you could embrace because it’s just basically another word for equality.” – Taylor Swift
Milestones

· After her nomination was stalled for nearly six months, Loretta Lynch was finally sworn in as the new U.S. attorney general.  She is the first African American woman to hold the position.

· The U.S. Department of the Treasury announced that a woman will be featured on the $10 bill in 2020, marking the first time a woman has appeared on paper currency in more than 100 years…

· Misty Copeland, who has been outspoken about race in the ballet world, was named principal dancer at American Ballet Theatre.  She is the first African American woman to hold the title in the company’s 75-year history.

· Lesbian activist and writer Sidney Abbott has died.  She coauthored the book Sappho Was a Right-On Woman and was a member of the Lavender Menace, a group that protested lesbians’ exclusion from the women’s movement n the early 1970s.

Blind Eye by Michael D’Antonio.

Pope Francis has done little to combat priest sex abuse within the Catholic Church. … As the scandal unfolds, Pope Francis is preparing for his first visit to the U.S.  Arguably the most charismatic church leader in the world, Francis has won the hearts of millions – but his record on the abuse crisis is, so far, more talk than action. …

Black Women Left Behind by Anna Merod.  As reproductive health clinics shutter, African American women face daunting barriers to care. … “When you can’t control your reproduction, you can’t control your life,” says Dr. Joycelyn Elders, who is the former U.S. surgeon general and currently a professor at the University of Arkansas.  “Black women’s lives matter,” Elders adds. “We’ve been overlooked, overworked, stressed out and not supported by society.  We can do better and we must. …
The Hardest Period by Anita Little.
For homeless women, menstruation is way more than an inconvenience.  “The inability to hygienically care for oneself has innumerable negative psychological and physical ramifications,” says Shea Post, executive director of the Athens Area Homeless Shelter in Georgia, which is working with college students to distribute feminine-care kits.

Short Takes

· The African American Policy Forum (AAPF) launched the #SayHerName campaign to bring black women’s experience of police violence in the national dialogue. … “Although black women are routinely killed, raped and beaten by the police, their experiences are rarely foregrounded in popular understandings of police brutality.
· A new Texas law signed by Gov. Greg Abbott (R) prohibits any woman who doesn’t have valid “proof of identity or age” from obtaining an abortion.  The ID requirement disproportionately impacts women who are low-income, undocumented or survivors of sex trafficking.

· Following the June 17 murder of nine African Americans by a white supremacist at a South Carolina church, many demanded the removal of the Confederate flag that has flown on the South Carolina statehouse grounds since 1961.  Bree Newsome took swift action:  She scaled the flagpole and removed the flag; then was peacefully arrested along with another activist.  An Indiegogo campaign to pay for the duo’s legal fees quickly raised over $100,000.  “I did it for all the fierce black women on the frontlines of the movement and for all the little black girls who are watching us,” Newsome said.  “I did it because I am free.”  In July, lawmakers voted to officially remove the flag from state Capitol grounds
Inside and OUT by Audrey Bilger.

Amy Schumer has earned mainstream success not in spite of her “unflinching” feminism – but because of it.  An Amy Schumer quote: “You live a busy life.  The last thing you want to have to worry about is your birth control pill.  …Ask your doctor if birth control is right for you, then ask your boss if birth control is right for you.  Ask your boss to ask his priest, find a Boy Scout and see what he thinks…  Finally, ask yourself why you insist on having sex for fun.”
Won’t Back Down by Gaylynn Burroughs and Debra S. Katz.  Student activists and survivors are using the legal system to fight sexual assault and harassment on college campuses.
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Mrs. Universe Calls Out Canada's Neglect of Aboriginal Women By Juhie Bhatia, WeNews managing editor.  Within days of becoming the first aboriginal woman to win this international pageant, the 25-year-old is calling out the Conservative party, which faces elections next month, for ignoring First Nations issues, including missing and murdered aboriginal women.
Hidden Divorce Penalty Is Older Age Poverty By Sharon Johnson-WeNews senior correspondent.  Divorced women who deferred their education to put husbands through school or moved multiple times to enable their husbands to move up the career ladder are at special risk. So are those who gave up jobs to raise children.
Why Didn't She Just Leave? By WeNews Staff.  A common question domestic violence victims hear is, "Why didn't you just leave?" The answer can be complex. In the United Kingdom, those advocating for victims of domestic violence are worried that recent cuts to government services and stricter eligibility rules for benefits are making...
Girls in Kenya Destigmatize Periods for Peers By Daraja Academy, Teen Voices partner commentator.  Studies report that girls in Kenya miss 3.5 million learning days per month because of a lack of available menstruation products. Here, Daraja Academy student Joyce Wanjiru writes about a friend who inspired her to help all girls in Kenya, one sanitary towel at time.
Trump Attacks on Kelly Echo Male Patterns of Abuse By Rosalind C. Barnett and Caryl Rivers, WeNews commentators.  When women make strong comments or venture into political waters they face threats. Harassment of female journalists online seems to be growing at an alarming rate; and it dovetails with new research about women and speech.
Planned Parenthood Is Crucial for Immigrant Women By Anna Ochoa O'Leary and Edna Meza Aguirre-WeNews commentators.  The current controversy over fetal tissue research has clouded the work this organization does to improve the quality of life for the impoverished women they assist in both the United States and ten other countries.
Robots Haunt the Fight for $15 Minimum Wage By Elizabeth Zwerling-WeNews correspondent.  Automation is changing the nature of work in ways that some compare to the industrial revolution. That's causing some concern about the fate of low-paying service sectors where women dominate.
NYC Reports Black Moms' Risks 12 Times Above Whites By Rita Henley Jensen-WeNews editor in chief.  Black women are more likely to die of labor or pregnancy complications than white counterparts. The data can be found in an undated report quietly posted by the city's health department.
Rights Pioneer Dorothy Ferebee's Story Mostly Forgotten By Diane Kiesel, WeNews guest author.  The civil rights leader, an obstetrician, brought health care to poor sharecroppers during the Depression and battled racism and gender bias, says Diane Kiesel in the biography "She Can Bring Us Home." Unfortunately, Ferebee's life story died with her.
Oregon's Teen Trap Houses Offer Drugs, but No Exit By Ann Marie Cunningham, WeNews correspondent.  A concerned adult worries sex trafficking could be going on amid the pot smoking and video and card games. But she can't get past a "code of silence and secrecy." One teen calls the BDSM at the heart of the partying "modern day spin the bottle."
Gender Transition Ignites Family Drama in 'About Ray'  By Jennifer Merin, WeNews film critic.  This coming-of-age tale must be seen, along with three more films also opening Sept. 18: "The New Girlfriend," "Sicario" and "Songs from the North," a documentary by South Korean filmmaker Soon-Mi Yoo.
For Catholic Women Like Me, Pope Brings Hope, Heartache  By Angela Bonavoglia.  Does it really matter? Yes, because we are all subject to a medieval theology of women on which Catholic Church leaders, including Pope Francis, base their promotion of public policies that compromise women's health and lives around the world.
New York Fashion Week Breaks Down Beauty Barriers  By Jan Paschal, WeNews contributing editor.  The models on this year's runways were not uniformly tall and thin. Many strutted their stuff as role models, as women with physical disabilities, plus-sized, ethnically diverse, transgender. "We're at a flash point with awareness," said the owner of a model-casting company.
For some women fleeing violence, safety means changing US law 'stuck in the past'  By Monica Campbell, PRI's 
The World correspondent.  This article was originally published on Across Women's Lives at PRI, a global nonprofit media company.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Afghan Women Awarded for Women’s Rights Advocacy  Ten Afghan women activists were awarded a prestigious prize and honor for their courageous fight for women’s rights.

“Yes Means Yes” Sex Education Could Spread to California High Schools Rather than depending on the popular mantra “no means no,” consent under this legislation requires an “affirmative, conscious and voluntary agreement to engage in sexual activity.”
Target Forced to Pay $2.8 Million to Women and Minority Applicants Target is to pay millions after a lawsuit against the store for discriminating against women and African American job applicants.

Judge Rules Employers Can Object to Contraceptive Coverage on Moral Grounds A court sided with anti-choice group March for Life, denying employees of the group contraception coverage under the Affordable Care Act.

Claims Against Planned Parenthood Repeatedly Proven Bogus Five states have now concluded investigations into the Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA), and every single investigation has concluded no wrongdoing. 

Nation’s “Strongest Equal Pay Law” Set to Pass in California California Governor Jerry Brown has said he will sign the nation's strongest equal pay law once it reaches his desk. 

Lawmakers Pledge $80 Million to Eliminate Rape Kit Backlogs Nationwide Vice President Biden announces million dollar plan to clear the massive national rape kit backlog.

Conservative Lawmakers Use False Planned Parenthood Videos to Introduce New Anti-Choice Laws 
In recent weeks, in the wake of the release of doctored videos falsely depicting Planned Parenthood as the illegal purveyor of fetal body parts, a spate of conservative lawmakers nationwide are seizing the opportunity to introduce new, more restrictive measures to limit women’s access to necessary healthcare and abortion services by specifically targeting abortion providers.

Obama Issues Executive Order for Paid Sick Leave The Obama Administration stayed busy this holiday weekend, revealing yesterday a series of actions that will expand paid sick leave for hundreds of thousands of Americans by 2017.

Planned Parenthood Clinic Blaze Ruled Arson As Legislative Attacks Continue Physical attacks join legislative attacks; as a Planned Parenthood clinic blaze in Washington is ruled arson, Republicans in Congress call for a full defunding of the women's health organization.
House Votes to Defund Planned Parenthood  In a 241-187 vote, the House of Representatives voted, mostly on party lines with Republicans for and Democrats against, to strip federal funding of Planned Parenthood for a full year.
Virginia Board of Health Rolls Back Restrictive TRAP Law  In a major win for Virginia women, the Board of Health voted yesterday to rescind a restrictive and medically unnecessary abortion clinic standard law that threatened 18 clinics across the state.
Over 200 Business Professors Urge Congress to Support Paid Leave Law  
In an unprecedented effort to spur legislative action, 203 professors from the nation’s highest ranking business schools sent Congress a letter Tuesday, urging the passage of the Family and Medical Insurance Leave (FAMILY) Act, a law which would guarantee up to 12 weeks of partial income for employees on medical leave.
Abuse Victim Advocate Blasts Pope’s Remarks on US Bishops’ ‘Courage’  
In a statement released Wednesday by the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests, president Barbara Blaine blasted Pope Francis for his praise of US bishops’ “courage,” accusing the pontiff of doing “little if anything” to meaningfully address the Catholic Church’s decades-long sex abuse crisis.
Senate Democrats Block Effort to Defund Planned Parenthood  Senators voted 47-52 yesterday to block a short-term spending bill, falling short of the 60 votes needed to defund Planned Parenthood beginning in October.
Anti-Abortion Group Loses Last Ditch Attempt to Avoid Legal Process  
The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled yesterday that the anti-abortion group calling itself the Center for Medical Progress must provide documents and respond to questions concerning deceptive videos the group produced to mislead the public about Planned Parenthood.
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!

Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

