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September, 2015
September is Hispanic Heritage Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, October 12th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2015 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
December 14th – Save the Date
Our annual Chapter holiday party (and election of officers) will be on December 14th.  This year will be an extra big event as we celebrate and honor John Campbell’s contributions to activism.
National Organization for Women Welcomes FDA Decision on Women’s HSDD Treatment  Statement of NOW President Terry O'Neill  August 19, 2015.  The Food and Drug Administration did the right thing by approving the first-ever medical treatment for women’s most common sexual complaint and we hope that other safe and effective treatments will be approved.  Hypoactive Sexual Desire Disorder (HSDD) is a serious condition experienced by about ten percent of pre-menopausal women, yet it has taken seven years for this drug, Flibanserin (Addyi), to get the green-light …
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Women Need a Department of Self-Defense  By Suzanne Dovi, WeNews commentator.  At least one lawmaker has suggested that young women carry firearms on campus to avert rape, which only makes them more likely to get shot. Instead, I have a better idea: what if we required all high-schoolers to take a self-defense class as part of their physical education?
My Mom Taught Me Why Minimum Wage is Women's Issue  By Jeannie Rickey, WeNews commentator.  She woke up every morning at 4:30 a.m., made lunches, cooked a hot breakfast for the family (I'm talking bacon and eggs) and then drove an hour north of where we lived to work in an enclosed room with no ventilation, applying airplane glue to seams on rainwear.
Young Female Programmers Design Apps for Girls  By Diana Kline, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  Through gaming and crowdsourcing technology they are creating digital tools that serve a population often neglected when it comes to online and mobile applications. "HappyPlayTime" is about masturbation. "Tampon Run" is about menstruation.
6 Simple Rules for Political Leadership Success  By Rebecca Sive, WeNews guest author.  While every woman's path to achieving political leadership and influencing public policy is different, these rules help women get on the right track, argues Rebecca Sive in this excerpt from "Every Day Is Election Day: A Woman's Guide."
NFL Hires Female Coach; Planned Parenthood Backlash  By WeNews staff.  The Arizona Cardinals have hired the NFL's first female coach.  Also, Republicans unveiled legislation to defund Planned Parenthood.
Here's Why Rape Survivors Suffer 'Second Assault'  By Gena Smith, WeNews commentator.  When we speak up about the crimes perpetrated upon us people blame us for wearing the wrong clothes, ruining the attacker's career. I think we are punished by a cultural belief that the world is just and only bad people have bad things happen to them.
Flexible Work Boosts Businesses and the Workforce  By Sara Sutton Fell, WeNews commentator.  These work options are a win-win for businesses and also the key to inviting some of the most highly educated and underutilized candidates back into the workforce.
Patsy Mink Lives on in Today's Fight for Title IX  By Shay Chan Hodges, WeNews commentator.  When Patsy Mink died in 2002, she left us both a legacy and a law. This Equality Day, it is time to insist and demand that Title IX's mandate and promise be realized. Maybe it's time for another Women's Strike for Equality.
Lift Up Black Babies With Healthiest Start in Life  By Kimberly Seals Allers, WeNews commentator.  For Black Breastfeeding Week, we invite black parents, aunties, uncles and grandparents to join the conversation online and off to show our collective power to lift up every baby, every family and every community.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell Blocked Efforts to Defund Planned Parenthood  A vote to eliminate all federal funding to the national organization fell short of the votes necessary for such an action.
Queer Troop Leaders Are Now Welcome By The Boy Scouts of America  This win for LGBT rights is limited, however, as troops organized through church groups can still decide if they will allow gay leaders. 

Jen Welter Just Made NFL History  Welter was hired as a coach for the Arizona Cardinals.
An Extreme Abortion Ban is Now Law in Wisconsin  Scott Walker signed an extreme 20 week abortion ban into law.
“After Tiller” Was Nominated For An Emmy  The Point of View documentary follows the aftermath of the murder of Dr. George Tiller in 2009 in Wichita, Kansas.

Federal Judge Extends Restraining Order Against Anti-Abortion Extremists  The restraining order, issued at the request of the National Abortion Federation, prohibits these groups and individuals from releasing any videos, documents, or other confidential information obtained from NAF Annual Meetings, including the dates and locations of future meetings.

Federal Court Blocks Strict Texas Voter ID Law  The US Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit upheld a lower court ruling blocking a restrictive Texas voter ID law as a violation of the Voting Rights Act.

Netflix Employees Now Have Access to One Year of Paid Maternity or Paternity Leave  This progressive policy also includes that parents can return to work then take additional time off as needed.

Senate Democrats Protect Funding for Planned Parenthood  Senate Bill 1881 would have slashed $528 million in federal funds from Planned Parenthood.

Two Women Graduate from Army Ranger School, Making History  Capt. Kristen Griest and 1st Lt. Shaye Haver have become the first women to ever graduate from the elite and grueling Army Ranger School.
Research Shows Cost of Unsafe Abortions in Developing Countries  Up to 7 million women per year require treatment for complications from unsafe abortions in developing countries, new research shows.
Threat to Kansas Abortion Clinic Quickly Resolved  Security measures set in place to protect the South Wind Women's Clinic from threats succeeded in intercepting a possible bomb threat.

White House Hires First Openly Transgender Official  Raffi Freedman-Gurspan has made history this morning when President Obama appointed her to serve as an official in the White House.

Four States Have Now Defunded Planned Parenthood  As investigations in the Planned Parenthood fall flat, anti-choice Republican legislators are moving to pull funding at a state level.

Amnesty Votes on Policy to Decriminalize Sex Work, Sparks Feminist Debate  The Coalition Against Trafficking in Women sent an open letter signed by over 400 groups and individuals to Amnesty International asking it to reconsider a policy to decriminalize sex work.

Saudi Women Prepare to Vote for the First Time  The fight for gender equality is making slow but notable progress in Saudi Arabia, where women will be allowed to vote for the first time in upcoming December elections.
Alaska Court Protects Abortion Access for Low-Income Women  In a win for low-income women in Alaska, a state court judge strikes down a law limiting Medicaid abortion coverage.

Los Angeles Mayor Announces Model Gender Equity Directive  On Women’s Equality Day Eric Garcetti, the Mayor of Los Angeles, signed a progressive and inclusive executive directive to take a major step toward gender equity for the city and to be a model for other cities. As one of the first cities to pass (CEDAW), Garcetti announced Los Angeles “must be a model for its implementation.”
Fraternity Signs Promote Rape Culture, Elicit Outrage  The signs, which ask for first-year women – and their moms – to be dropped off at an ODU fraternity "for a good time," have elicited outrage and a promise of disciplinary action from the University.

Ohio Bill Would Ban Abortion Due to Down Syndrome Diagnosis  In the latest attempt to limit access to abortion in Ohio, legislatures are proposing a bill that would prohibit abortion when a fetus tests positive for Down Syndrome.
Appeals Court Rules in Favor of Overtime, Minimum Wage for Home-Care Workers  Home care workers have protections for minimum wage and overtime pay, a federal appeals court decided on Friday.

Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

