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April, 2016
April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month

Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Diversity Officer – Niral Patel
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross

Our Next Meeting
Our next chapter meeting will be Monday, April 11th, at 7 pm at the home of Skip and Alan.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2016 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
Take Back The Night (TBTN)

Rutgers University Women Organizing Against Violence (WOAH) is conducting their annual TBTN march and speak-out on April 13.  This is the third consecutive year our chapter has signed on as a co-sponsor of this event.  Several chapter members have participated each year and found it energizing.  More information is available on the TBTN Facebook page.
NOW PAC Endorses Hillary Clinton

The National NOW PAC has endorsed Hillary Clinton and is conducting the MsPresidentNOW campaign.  Several chapter members are involved with the get-out-the-vote efforts around the country, including calls to NOW members in Ohio, Kentucky, and Washington.  Currently efforts are gearing up to call all NOW members in New York in advance of that primary in less than 3 weeks.  If you would like to participate, contact the chapter to be put in touch with the national calling coordinator.

Statement by NOW President Terry O’Neill on the Supreme Court Justice Selection  Judge Merrick Garland, President Obama’s nominee for the Supreme Court, clearly possesses the qualities the President said he would look for – a rigorous intellect, impeccable credentials, and a record of excellence.  Still, it's unfortunate that President Obama felt it was necessary to appoint a nominee to the Supreme Court whose record on issues pertaining to women’s rights is more or less a blank slate.  Equally unfortunate is that we have to continue to wait for the first African American woman to be named.  For this nomination, the so-called political experts ruled that the best choice for the highest court in the nation was a cipher – a real nowhere man.
Donald Trump’s Gaffe was Off Message, but Accurate Statement of NOW President Terry O'Neill   March 31, 2016.
It’s said that the true definition of a political “gaffe” is when a politician accidentally reveals something truthful about what is going on in his or her head, and Donald Trump’s latest comments about punishing women for having abortions couldn’t be a better example.
Repro Health Happy Hour

The New Jersey Abortion Access Fund is holding a Reproductive Health Happy Hour at the Old Bay Restaurant in New Brunswick at 7 pm on Thursday, April 14.  More information is available here.  (85% of every donation to NJAAF goes directly to a woman who needs abortion care.)

Intimate Wars by Merle Hoffman

(The Feminist Press at the City University of New York, New York City) The autobiographical life and times of the woman who brought abortion from the Back Alley to the Boardroom.  Chapter President Skip Drumm highly recommends this book!

NOW National Conference
The NOW National Conference will be held June 24-26 at the Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC.  In addition to regular activities, this year is special both because it’s an extremely important national election year and also it is NOW’s 50th anniversary.  There will be a special Gala Anniversary event at 7 pm on Thursday, June 23rd.  Lots of information about the conference, including links for registration, hotel, agenda, featured speakers, and the Gala is available on the conference web page, which will be updated regularly as more details are filled in.  Attendees who are members in good standing 90 days before the conference are eligible to vote at the conference.

Other items of interest to activists:
The Women Take Over  In oral arguments for the Texas abortion case, the three female justices upend the Supreme Court’s balance of power.  By Dahlia Lithwick
Supreme Court Halts Louisiana Abortion Law That Mirrors Texas’ HB2
The Supreme Court voted to put a temporary hold on a Louisiana law that would have closed all but one abortion clinic in the state.  By Christina Cauterucci
TRAP Laws on Trial  By Tracy Wolf.  On Wednesday, March 2, the Supreme Court heard oral arguments in Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt, which is arguably the most important abortion case on the Court’s docket in over two decades.  Also of possible interest:  Recapping Oral Argument in Zubik v. Burwell (The case about the ACA and contraception.)
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
In Philippines, ‘Comfort Women’ Have a Special Demand  After Japan agreed to pay $8.3 million to a South Korean foundation that aids comfort women, a handful of Filipina survivors want that same recognition. But they also refuse to give up their freedom to keep telling their stories.
‘Crouching Tiger’ Brings Michelle Yeoh Back: Brava!  At age 53, the ever-agile and strong-willed Michelle Yeoh defies sexism and ageism as she once again stars in a martial-arts extravaganza. This time her warrior character is coming out of retirement.
Oscar-Nominee ‘Mustang’ Puts Turkey in Unwanted Spotlight  There's a reason France, not Turkey, nominated this film by a French-Turkish director. But plenty in Turkey are also embracing the film and its strong statement against early marriage, incest, rape, virginity tests and the treatment of girls as family property.
In NYC Hospital, Women of Color Are About to Start Talking About Heart Disease  The support group starts on March 5 at Montefiore Medical Center in the Bronx and is part of an effort to improve coping, lifestyles and risk awareness. Meet the two Mayo Clinic-trained "heart sisters" who will lead the sessions.
No Plan B: For Colored Girls Who Pursue Holistic Reproductive Care When the Emergency Room is Not Enough  When a black woman walks into a medical institution, her trauma shows up at the door with her. Beyond childbirth, sexual trauma greatly impacts the lives of black women who desire any kind of reproductive health care.
‘Zootopia’ Wins Prize for Mass Marketing Stereotypes to Kids  And as previously mentioned, "Trapped" is out March 4, to help everyone mull over the ruling that is now pending in the first major Supreme Court case on abortion restrictions in years.
In France, FGM is Reason to Fear Homelands, Seek Asylum  The country is a magnet for female immigrants from Eritrea, Nigeria, Somalia, Guinea and Ethiopia. Thousands of women from these countries have fled FGM and help define what it means to be a refugee in Europe.
Cancel the Party: Here’s a Killjoy Memo for U.S. Women  Instead of celebrating progress, we have to ask why we fare so poorly compared to many other countries. From being underpaid to losing abortion access, it's a depressing list. But let's not look away.
In Kenya, Forgotten Rape Survivors Have Stories to Tell  In recent months, I inter-viewed 163 women who were raped – many of them brutally gang raped – during the three-month period after the disputed presidential election. So far, they have been left out of all forms of recognition and reparation.
Idealized? Sexy? She draws women who don’t care what you think.  It's common for women depicted in cartoons and comics to have idealized, exaggerated features: Think of the impossibly small waists, extra-long legs, and ample chests in comic books — a medium still overwhelmingly drawn by men.
Sanders Puts $15 Minimum Wage to Super Tuesday Test  The Vermont senator's $15 federal minimum wage proposal could be a big issue for voters in today's Democratic primaries who have seen their incomes decline. "The financial pressures on women have been tremendous," says a researcher in Ohio.
Three Women on Short List to Take Over Helm at the U.N.  And this time the selection process is under greater scrutiny. For the first time member states may nominate candidates to act as the U.N.'s de facto spokesperson and leader. In April they will have a chance to ask the candidates questions over three days of informal dialogues.
It’s Time for Women in Government, Public Service to Speak Up  As the National Women's History Project celebrates the important roles women have played in public service and government leadership this month, Page Wilson tells her own tale of a life in this arena.
Feminism Feels Good When We Stop Judging Ourselves  I was a young mother with a successful career as a senior systems analyst when my husband was offered a fantastic opportunity that put that in jeopardy. That put me in what I now consider a false conflict with feminism.
A feminist music festival in Chile wants to challenge Latin America’s sexy, submissive ideal of women  At this year's Viña del Mar festival, in Chile in February, the festival queen took a dive into a pool, covered only in rose petals, surrounded by fans and photographers.
Here’s Why Fetal Sex Testing Won’t Fix India’s Daughter Shortage  Female feticide may be illegal in India but old structures of patriarchy combine with medical technologies to keep it going. We need basic awareness campaigns, not government mandates that will first invade a woman's privacy and then backfire.
Women’s Rights Was on Agenda of U.N. from the Start  There's been a strong push to add women's rights to the international human rights agenda since the U.N. was founded. Ellen Chesler and Terry McGovern provide a historical perspective in this excerpt from their book "Women and Girls Rising."
Here’s Why We Need a Comeback in U.S. Women’s Commissions  The answer is things like CEDAW. Our government is an outlier for not ratifying this international women's rights treaty, but that doesn't need to stop us. National commissions can move the treaty's agenda ahead. We just need more of them.
After Surviving Breast Cancer, the Lights Go Way Down  There are more than 2.8 million breast cancer survivors in the U.S. and 58 percent of us suffer PTSD as a result of our illness. But who knows this? It's strange that with millions of women involved, survivors' complications are often underground.
Social Anxiety Isn’t Helping Women Close the Pay Gap  The disorder is more common in women and can take a toll on career prospects since, as one researcher here says, "everybody has to interact socially." But celebrities are starting to raise awareness and the disorder is rather treatable for those who seek help.
U.N. Embraces ‘Sold’ As Way to Fight Trafficking With Art  The movie is heading into U.S. theaters and I hope it will stoke a global movement against this horrendous crime. Teen trafficking is also the subject of "Spirits' Homecoming," inspired by Korean "comfort women" and opening March 25.
Some Muslim Teens Practice Dating in Secret Relationships  It's hard for Muslim teens who want to date but don't want to fray family bonds or challenge their faith. "I had to do everything behind my parents' back," one teen says. "I didn't like that."
French Team’s Post-FGM Holistic Services Include Surgery.  This clinical team is known for its surgeries to repair the clitoris. But its services for survivors of FGM are much more. "We treat the whole mutilation with its emotional, social and psychologic impact," says a pioneering surgeon.
Why are researchers missing signs of autism in girls?  One in every 68 children born in the United States is diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder. Boys are supposedly four times more likely to have the condition, but clinicians often miss or overlook symptoms in girls, who are frequently on the less disabling end of the spectrum.
India’s condom showrooms: Where women can talk freely about sex and health  The Moods Planet condom store is set on one of Panaji’s busiest streets. Buffered by a motorcycle repair shop on one side and a jeweler on the other, this brightly lit store with its distinctive logo — the shapely ‘o’s of Moods intertwined — seems incongruous.
That Saudi Starbucks Incident Shouldn’t be So Shocking to American Women  U.S. gender discrimination may be less blatant than in other places. But it shows up every time women reach into their pockets. By accepting less pay for work of equal value, we accept a diminished spending capacity for women.
More: Recent News Recommended by Women’s eNews
U.S. Unintended Pregnancy Rate Drops to Lowest Level in 30 Years  (Guttmacher Institute)

South Dakota Governor Vetoes Discrim-inatory Bathroom Bill, Protects Health and Safety of Transgender Students  (CNN)

Supreme Court Oral Arguments in Texas Abortion Case Examine Possible Consequences of Clinic Closures  (The Atlantic)
NYC Mayor Signs Executive Order to Allow Bathroom Access on Basis of Gender Identity  (GLAAD)
Indian Organization Launches #VanishingGirls Campaign to Combat Sex-Selective Abortions  (Alliance Defending Freedom)
U.S. Supreme Court sides with lesbian over parental rights  (Reuters)
Study Links Cosmetics Use to Altered Body Chemistry  (Fair Warning )
Missouri State Senators End Marathon Filibuster Over ‘Religious Freedom’ Bill  (Associated Press and NBC News )
Hillary Clinton Apologizes for Praising Nancy Reagan’s Response to HIV/AIDS
(The Washington Post)
Apple Tops (Short) List of Tech Companies Where Women Report Equal Treatment  (Forbes)
All-Female Flight Crew Inspires New Generation of Women Pilots  (CBS News)
Trump attack ad features his own vile quotes about women  (deathandtaxes )
Title IX Lawsuit against Columbia Over ‘Mattress Protest’ Dismissed  (Newsweek)
Obama to Nominate Merrick Garland to Supreme Court  (The New York Times )
Follow U.N.’s big annual meeting on women online  (UN Women )
Nigerian lawmakers voted down a women equality bill citing the Bible and Sharia law (Quartz )
ICRW Helps Launch U.S. Strategy for Adolescent Girls  (International Center for Research on Women)
Union Survey Says Top Economic Issue for Working Women is Equal Pay  (The Wall Street Journal)
Chicago City Council Votes to Eliminate ‘Tampon Tax’  (Vox)
Australian judge sentences mother to 15 months for mutilating daughters  (Thompson Reuters Foundation)
Tennis CEO Makes Waves With Sexist Remarks, Says Women’s Tennis Rides ‘On The Coattails Of The Men’  (Think Progress)
Study: women had to drive four times farther after Texas laws closed abortion clinics  (Vox)
Arizona city repeals law that was hurting domestic violence victims  (American Civil Liberties Union)
Is online misogyny a threat to free speech?  (Columbia Journalism Review)
Wisconsin asks US Supreme Court to take abortion case  (The Associated Press )
Unlocking The Power of The ‘Sista’ Vote is More Complex Than You Think  (NBC News )
High Court Oral Arguments Wednesday: Video on Everything You Need to Know About Zubik v. Burwell,  (Center for American Progress )
Contraception faces another conservative test at Supreme Court  (MSNBC)
Paul Ryan Apologizes For Calling Struggling, Single Moms ‘Takers’  (Think Progress)
Tennessee Lawmakers Discontinue Controversial Fetal Assault Law  (NPR)
House Introduces Bill to Protect Babies Born Dependent on Opioids  (Newsweek)
Florida joins national trend to address backlog of rape kits  (The Christian Science Monitor )
Kourtney Yochum is the 7th trans woman killed in the US this year  (Mic)
Kansas Bill Would Pay Students A $2,500 Bounty To Hunt For Trans People In Bathrooms  (Think Progress)
Deal reached to take California minimum wage to $15 an hour  (Associated Press)
NC discriminatory law bigger than which bathroom you can use  (MSNBC)
Governor of Georgia vetoes ‘religious freedom’ bill  (BBC)
Ruth Bader Ginsburg To Make A Cameo In ‘The Merchant of Venice’  (TPM )
Trump backs off call to punish women for abortions if they’re banned  (USA Today )
FDA approves new abortion drug label in win for public health advocates  (The Guardian )
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Thousands Rally for Abortion Access at the U.S. Supreme Court  At least two thousand pro-abortion rights activists rallied outside the U.S. Supreme Court as justices heard arguments in Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt, a challenge to the Texas TRAP law designed to close off access to abortion.
Man Pleads Guilty To Threatening Minnesota Abortion Clinics  Anti-abortion extremist Michael John Harris pled guilty to threatening to kill staff, patients, and doctors at two Minnesota reproductive health clinics.

House Select Investigative Panel Holds First Hearing  The House Select Investigative Panel, formed after the release of deceptive, highly-edited videos falsely accusing Planned Parenthood of illegally selling fetal tissue, held its first hearing the same day the Supreme Court heard oral arguments in a case that will determine whether millions of Texas women will be able to access abortion.

FMF Condemns Politically-Motivated House Select Investigative Panel; Urges New Focus on Anti-Abortion Violence, Harassment & Intimidation  It is striking that the House Panel is holding its first hearing on the same day that the U.S. Supreme Court will hear a challenge to the Texas TRAP law designed to close off access to abortion. The time is now to reject politically-motivated attacks against abortion providers and to redirect the focus.
House Oversight Committee Holds Hearings on Flint Water Crisis  As the aid package to help Flint residents is stalled in Congress, the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform held hearings to investigate what actions—or inaction—led to the water contamination crisis in Flint, Michigan that produced a spike in lead poisoning and other health issues.

Senate Judiciary Committee Considers Two Anti-Abortion Bills  The Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing Tuesday on two anti-abortion bills that seek to prohibit abortion and criminalize  physicians.

Federal Court Rejects Title IX Claim Made By Columbia Student Accused of Sexual Assault  A federal district court judge dismissed a lawsuit from a former Columbia University student who claimed that the university had violated Title IX by failing to protect him after one of his accusers, Emma Sulkowicz, publicly protested the university's failure to find him responsible for sexual misconduct.
Supreme Court Hears Oral Arguments in Birth Control Case  The Supreme Court heard oral arguments on March 23, the 6th anniversary of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), on whether religiously affiliated non-profits can use their religious beliefs to discriminate against women by blocking health insurance coverage for birth control.

Congresswomen Launch First Ever Caucus on Black Women & Girls  Congresswomen Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ), Robin Kelly (D-IL) and Yvette D. Clarke (D-NY) launched the Congressional Caucus on Black Women and Girls yesterday, the first caucus to focus specifically on ways to combat discrimination and reduce disparities faced by Black women.

Kansas Governor Sam Brownback Moves to Defund Planned Parenthood  The Kansas Department of Health and Environment has formally notified Planned Parenthood that it will ban the healthcare provider from the state’s Medicaid program, following through on a pledge made by Governor Sam Brownback earlier this year.

Senate Holds Backpage in Contempt of Congress in Sex Trafficking Investigation  The Senate voted Thursday to hold Backpage.com—a classifieds site—in contempt of Congress after the company refused to appear at a child sex trafficking hearing in November or produce relevant documents. The 96-0 vote was the Senate’s first vote for civil contempt charges in two decades.
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.


General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.


