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August, 2016
August 26th is Women’s Equality Day!
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Diversity Officer – Niral Patel
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross

Our Next Meeting
There will be no August meeting.  Our next chapter meeting will be Monday, September 12th, at 7 pm at the home of Skip and Alan.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2016 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
Meeting Night Changing in October

There will be no chapter meeting in August.  As mentioned above, the next chapter meeting is Monday, September 12.  At our June chapter meeting, after having surveyed our membership in May, the chapter decided to change our meeting night from second Mondays to second Tuesdays, starting with the October meeting.  Reminders will be given as this change approaches.

From the National office:

Petition to sign

As governor of Indiana, Mike Pence has ruthlessly pushed anti-choice policies – putting women’s lives in danger again and again. He fought to defund Planned Parenthood, banned coverage for abortion by insurance plans, mandated unnecessary ultrasounds, and more. Just imagine what he could do standing next to Donald Trump, a man who believes women who seek abortions should be punished.  We cannot tolerate this unconstitutional rollback of our right to safe, legal abortion care. We urge you to take action: Sign our petition, and tell Donald Trump and Mike Pence to stop the assault on reproductive health care.
National NOW Press Releases:
"Pence: Reckless. Dangerous. Wrong for our Country." Statement by NOW President Terry O'Neill, July 15, 2016.  Donald Trump has failed his first big test as the Republican nominee for President. His appointment of Mike Pence to be his Vice President is, to borrow one of his favorite words, a disaster.  Mike Pence has been a determined and ruthless general in the war on women. More
"Senator Tim Kaine will Fight for Women" Statement by NOW President Terry O'Neill, July 22, 2016.  From day one, Tim Kaine will be a vice president who will work to break down the barriers that hold women and marginalized communities back. Women will face difficult and far-reaching challenges during the next four years, and Tim Kaine is a proven leader who has rightly been called “courageous, principled, and value driven.” More
The Hillary Clinton Campaign
NOW PAC has endorsed Hillary Clinton for President.  Here are links to some of the Clinton Campaign news items:
Independent Senator Angus King Endorses Hillary Clinton for President
At LULAC, Clinton Doubles Down on Expanding the President’s Executive Actions on Immigration
Hillary Rodham Clinton: A Timeline
Donald Trump's Ghostwriter Tells All
Hillary Clinton Statement on Shooting of Police Officers in Baton Rouge
Women Can Stop Trump
141 Things Donald Trump Has Said and Done That Make Him Unfit to Be President
Five Disturbing Things Republicans Just Voted Into Their Party Platform.
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Black Lesbian Leaders Discuss Coming Together, Raising the Profile  “Lumping all lesbians into the same pool has been frustrating and stagnating for us,” says the organizer of a recent gathering for black lesbians in New York. Without a single major study on black lesbians, these women say it’s time to focus.
In Science Fiction the Race for Female Readers Should Be Underway  If you still think this genre is mainly for men, think again. We did some math and came up with good reasons for authors to include more female protagonists. 
Why Girls’ Education in Morocco Needs More than Money  If some of the $100 million in U.S. aid goes to building girls’ dormitories, fine. But construction projects should not be the focus. Instead aid should be spent on helping local leaders boost the cultural status of girls and their education. 
Israeli Groups Start a Culture Project Against Rape and Harassment  Over the past few months, Israelis have watched a blur of famous, powerful men get brought down by accusations of rape and sexual harassment, which, in Israel, is a criminal offense. 
Movie Reviews: Kate McKinnon Outperforms in ‘Ghostbusters’  After all the pre-release flap over these proton-gun packing women in their beige jumpsuits, this reboot is bound to be a box office hit. But rewritten male-to-female characters in no way satisfy the clamor for more women’s stories on screen. 
Girls in NYC Use Political Theater to #SayHerName One Year Later  With live music and storytelling, the girls animated the memories of five women who were silenced: Sandra Bland, Joyce Curnell, Kindra Chapman, Ralkina Jones and Raynette Turner. 
Here’s How to Reframe the Discussion of Women on Boards  Usually, when we talk about adding women to boards, we’re asked one question: "Why?" Everyone wants to know why we should add women to leadership positions. Our answer is, "Why not?"
Clinton Offers Quiet Policy Lure to Millions of Unpaid Caregivers  It’s not a hot button issue, but the U.S. crisis in caregiving, from children to aged parents, could strengthen the Democratic nominee’s appeal to independents and the millions of voters caring for an older adult.
Misogyny Runs Rampant at Republican National Convention  While misgivings over a presidential candidate are a healthy part of an engaged political process, this year's GOP convention showcased numerous instances of sexism thinly veiled as political critique.
Makeup Toxins Hit Teens Hardest, But Few Understand the Risk  Lawmakers have introduced bills calling for greater safety regulation and researchers and activists are focused on the particular threats to girls. But only some girls are aware of the risks they might be handling in the care products they use regularly.
‘Periods for Pence’ Follows Trump VP into National Spotlight  The group that has been spontaneously trolling the Indiana governor for his anti-abortion extremism since March just spawned a copycat Twitter account, Tampons for Trump.
Indigenous Women in Canada Reclaim Their Image in Photo Blog  Tea and Bannock, a photo blog by and for indigenous women, has picked up photographers from across Canada and the United States. Its founder also sees it as an important way to communicate with the larger society. 
With Trump, GOP Builds 2016 Platform out of Splintery Planks  From gay conversion therapy to building a wall with Mexico, the Republican Party just embraced a set of positions that are unlikely to win many new allies or patch over the divisions in their party.
Teen Calls Out Ableism as Discrimination  Teen Anna Landre knows that ableism, while not as rampantly discriminatory as racism or sexism, is the cause of oppression for people with disabilities. This story is part of Teen Voices’ Girl Fuse series, featuring stories by and about girls with disabilities.
Also Recommended by WeNews:
Ontario to make driver’s license gender neutral (CBC Radio-Canada)
U.S. Marine Corps to make 19 job titles gender-neutral (Huffington Post)
Donald Trump now apparently supports North Carolina’s anti-LGBT law (Huffington Post)
Gretchen Carlson of Fox News files suit against Roger Ailes (The New York Times)
Nettie Stevens discovered XY sex chromosomes. She didn’t get credit because she had two X’s. (Vox)
Germany Passes ‘No Means No’ Law After Cologne Attacks (The New York Times)
Obama Compares Black Lives Matter Protests to abolition, women’s suffrage movements (The Blaze)
Relatives of journalist Marie Colvin sue Syria for her death (Associated Press)
Serena Williams just made history with her Wimbledon win (Elle)
Starbucks to raise wages for U.S. workers in October (Reuters)
45K call for Fox News CEO Roger Ailes to be suspended for sexual harassment allegations, demand full investigation (UltraViolet)
Leaked document says 2,000 men allegedly assaulted 1,200 German women on New Year’s Eve (The Washington Post)
Court sides with Utah’s Planned Parenthood in defunding case (Associated Press)
A hunger crisis in the L.G.B.T. community (The New York Times)
Powerful women welcome new female emoji (CBS News)
From the Women’s Media Center:

Being an Ally is About More Than Your Own Identity  By Lauren D, June 30, 2016.  In the wake of the Orlando mass shooting and throughout this month of LGBTQPIA+ pride*, I have seen an immense presence of online support and love for the LGBTQPIA+ community — support for which I am incredibly grateful. But I have also seen a number of perhaps well-intended, yet ultimately offensive, comments from self-identified “allies” — the majority of whom are apparently white, cisgender, or heterosexual/heteromantic. In this time of both tragedy and pride, it seems useful to discuss what it really means to be an ally.
Allyship is not just an identity — it requires action. An ally to the LGBTQPIA+ community is someone who uses their cis privilege to lift up the silenced voices in that community..More>>
*[Editor’s Note: According to Google, LGBTQPIA+ includes Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Questioning, Pansexual, Intersex, Asexual, Ally and more. Thus the +]
#RightToPray: Women in India Fight for Access to Holy Sites By Anuradha Sengupta, July 14, 2016.  When Rohini Pawar was stopped by the priests at a temple from going inside, she wanted to know why. “Because you are a woman, and women are not allowed inside this temple,” the priest told her.  She was told that this was a “tradition” in her village, Veer, in the Pune district of the western Indian state of Maharashtra—a 400-year-old practice that did not allow women to enter the Mhaskoba temple, dedicated to Kaal Bhairava, an avatar of the Hindu deity Shiva. “I dug around and found out that about 10 temples in my block did not allow women inside,” she said. Though she is an atheist, it bothered her enough to try and mobilize people in the area to oppose this practice. More>>
When Rape Became a War Crime (Hint: It's Not When you Think) By Kerry K. Paterson/Guest Blogger, July 13, 2016.  Much confusion swirls around when rape was actually recognized as a war crime. Try Googling “rape as a war crime” and you’ll find the third result is a Huffington Post article declaring that it was made such a crime definitively in the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda’s initial case, in 1998. But this isn’t exactly right. More>>
Does Fergie's "M.I.L.F. $" Music Video Have a Feminist Message?  By Emma Hiavighorst,  July 14, 2016.  The first time I heard Fergie’s “M.I.L.F. $,” I genuinely thought it was a joke.  “Wow, Fergie’s just desperately trying to stay relevant,” my friend declared. I laughed in agreement. The song’s blatant auto-tuning, remixed dance track, and seemingly nonsensical lyrics made her observation obvious to me.  But then the same friend and I watched the song’s music video. The “M.I.L.F. $” video left us staring at the screen in shock, wondering how such a horrible song had somehow turned into a tongue-in-cheek, clever presentation of an arguably feminist message. More>>
The Supreme Court Addressed the Intersection of Guns and Domestic Violence, But Is It Enough?  By David G, July 8, 2016  Last week, the Supreme Court ruled that people convicted of domestic violence can no longer own guns. The ruling in Voisine v. United States, the case in question, does much to highlight the serious issue of the intersection of guns and domestic violence — but still may not be enough. … But as these conversations about and advocacy for gun control continue, it’s important to remember the role gun violence specifically plays in domestic abuse against women. In the past 25 years, there have been more murders committed with guns between domestic partners than with all other weapons combined. More>>
Is Unilever's Vow to End Sexism in Their Ads a True Victory?

                                    change." 

  By Lauren D, July 20, 2016.  Recent research suggested what many feminists have already spoken up about in the past: Only 2% of Unilever ads “portray intelligent women.” Unilever — the global corporation behind many famous brands such as Dove, Axe, Lynx, and Lipton — recently announced that they will reconsider using demeaning portrayals of women and sexism to sell their products. Instead of exploiting women’s insecurities, the company promised to instead promote images of intelligent women.  More>>
This Organization Is Working to End Domestic Violence in One Generation  By Gabby C, July 18, 2016.  In the past few years, multiple National Football League (NFL) players have been publicly accused of sexual assault or domestic violence. Although the allegations are deeply disturbing, the media has previously overlooked these athletes’ alleged histories of violence, in turn contributing to a society in which aggressive misogyny is normalized. More>>
Serena Williams and Gabby Douglas Are Proving Black Girls Are Magic  By Chloe H, July 15, 2016.  There is absolutely no question that racism still persists in the United States today. … Perhaps now more than ever, therefore, it’s important for young, black Americans to have exposure to black people succeeding despite the many systemic barriers in their way. This seems especially important for women of color, who are so often erased even from discussions of liberation. Of course, there are many examples of black, female role models across the board, but two that embody and have been vocal about succeeding against the odds are athletes Gabby Douglas and Serena Williams. More>>
In the Fight Against Rape in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Where Are the Men?  By Janine Natalya Clark/Guest Blogger, July 25, 2016.  To paraphrase one of Friedrich Nietzsche's most-cited sayings, “That which does not kill us makes us stronger.” Rape and sexualized violence can kill, but those who survive it may emerge stronger. They need strength to testify against their perpetrators in court, strength to tell their husbands what happened, strength to carry on with their lives.  When Fatima, a woman I interviewed in Bosnia-Herzegovina in 2014, finally mustered the courage to tell her husband that she was raped during the 1992-95 Bosnian War, he left the house. He returned home several hours later, but said nothing about what his wife had disclosed to him. Since then, the two have never spoken about the rape. More>>
SHE-E-O: THINX Founder & CEO Miki Agrawai on Feminism, Entrepreneur-ship, & the Future  By Sophie Kreitzberg, July 27, 2016.  You may have seen or heard about the subway ads for the period panties THINX, featuring a super-yonic-looking grapefruit — or maybe you just followed the ridiculous controversy about those ads. Perhaps you’ve been lucky enough to try the revolutionary underwear that keeps you leak-free and worry-free while you’re on your period. Either way, it’s clear the period revolution is here, and a woman is leading it. Her name is Miki Agrawal, and she’s the badass She-E-O and co-founder of the aforementioned company … If you’re not totally fascinated and impressed by Agrawal yet, read on. More>>
An Open Letter to Principals Enforcing Sexist Dress Codes

                                  change." 

  By Corinne Singer, July 25, 2016.  To My Middle School Principal (And to School Administrators Alike),
I’ve observed from afar, with horror and disgust, as you’ve punished young girls for their school attire. Nearly every day my little brother comes home and shares that another girl has been interrupted, pulled out of class, and sent to the office only to be reprimanded for her clothing. While I understand the attempt to maintain a “serious academic environment,” you are completely butchering your execution of this goal. More>>
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Advertisement for Ms Magazine (sponsor of feminist.org)

You won't want to be without the Summer issue of Ms.  Our cover story – Betting on the Gender Gap – has everything you need to know about why women have the power to elect the next president, determine the make-up of Congress and state legislatures, and drive the national agenda. We ask Eleanor Smeal, to share her predictions on the 2016 elections.

If you act today, you'll get the new issue of Ms. before the campaigns kick into high gear going into the fall elections.
We analyze what's behind the gender gap in voting and what's driving voters' choice of candidates. You'll get the latest on what women and men are thinking about the economy and workplace equality, abortion and healthcare, LGBT rights, sexual violence, the environment, and more.  That's not all. You'll get our analysis of the latest Supreme Court decision on abortion. Our take away – elections matter!  If you don't already get Ms. — please join today! Choose the format that fits your life: digital only, print only, or both!
Defense Secretary Carter Lifts Ban on Transgender Service Members In a historic decision, Defense Secretary Ashton Carter announced Thursday that the Pentagon is lifting its discriminatory ban on transgender people serving openly in the United States military.

SCOTUS Saves Sole Abortion Clinic in Mississippi The Jackson Women’s Health Organization, the sole abortion clinic left standing in Mississippi, won a major Supreme Court victory Tuesday after the Court declined to hear Mississippi’s appeal to enforce a state law requiring hospital admitting privileges for doctors performing abortions, similar to the Texas law the Court struck down on Monday.

Supreme Court Denies Washington Pharmacists’ Religious Freedom Appeal In a 5-3 decision, the Supreme Court rejected an appeal in Stormans Inc. v. Wiesman, a case brought by Washington state pharmacists who argued for a right to deny services on grounds of religious objections.

Supreme Court Victory for Women Foreshadows Election’s Importance on Abortion Rights The Supreme Court has issued a historic 5-3 ruling in the case of Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt, declaring Texas’ HB 2 law unconstitutional, making it the most important Court decision on abortion since Planned Parenthood v. Casey (1992), the ruling that established the “undue burden” standard. The Texas law required clinics offering abortion services to comply with ambulatory surgical center standards, as well as mandated that doctors performing abortions have admitting privileges at local hospitals, leading to the closure of over half the abortion clinics in Texas.
New Report Finds Doctors Who Sexually Abuse Patients Receive Little Punishment The Atlantic Journal-Constitution released a year-long investigative report on Tuesday documenting the minimal punishments doctors who have been found guilty of sexual abuse receive.
Protests Erupt Following Police Killings of Young Black Men This week Philando Castile and Alton Sterling were the two most recent victims to die at the hands of police officers, bringing the number of black people killed by police so far in 2016 to at least 136 individuals.
South Carolina “Personhood Amendment” Fails to Make it on the Ballot A South Carolina bill that would have put a referendum for a “personhood amendment” on the ballot in November fell short of the necessary two-thirds votes needed to bring it up for consideration on the Senate agenda before the end of June.

Oakland, California Considering Ordinance to Penalize CPCs for False Advertising Elected officials in Oakland, California are standing up for women’s health with a proposed ordinance that penalizes the dissemination of untrue or misleading information by crisis pregnancy centers.

Federal Judge Blocks Restrictive Florida Abortion Bill A federal judge has blocked parts of a new Florida law that aimed to limit access to abortion.

Mississippi Judge Strikes Down Anti-LGBT Law A federal judge blocked Mississippi law H.B. 1523 hours before it was slated to take effect last week.

Anti-Abortion Extremists Coming to Wichita Exposed Anti-abortion extremists went to Wichita on Saturday, July 16, for a week-long campaign hosted by Operation Save America.

House Holds Hearing on Anti-LGBTQ Bill Despite Widespread Criticism Exactly one month after the massacre at Pulse, an LGBTQ nightclub in Orlando, Florida, where a gunman claimed the lives of 49 people and wounded 53 others, the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee held a hearing on a piece of anti-LGBTQ legislation known as the First Amendment Defense Act.

Pink Tax Repeal Act Introduced in House On July 11, Congresswoman Jackie Speier (D-CA), along with 24 cosponsors, introduced the Pink Tax Repeal Act in Congress to combat the unequal pricing of products based on gender.

Investing in Teenage Girls on World Population Day The theme of this year’s World Population Day, a United Nations initiative to focus attention on the urgency of population issues, is “Investing in Teenage Girls.”

Lawsuit Targets Gender Discrimination in Workers’ Compensation Three California women filed a class-action lawsuit on Wednesday accusing the state workers’ compensation system of explicit and unfair gender bias.

Judge Creates Temporary Exception to Wisconsin’s Voter ID Law A federal judge in Wisconsin issued a preliminary injunction on July 19 that allows voters lacking a state approved photo ID to vote via affidavit in the upcoming November elections.

Texas Voter ID Law Ruled Racially Discriminatory by Court of Appeals The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit has ruled that the Texas law requiring individuals to show a limited selection of government issued photo identification when they go to vote is racially discriminatory.

Patsy Mink Gender Equity in Education Act Introduced in House and Senate Senator Mazie K. Hirono (D-HI) has introduced the Patsy T. Mink Gender Equity in Education Act (GEEA) in the Senate; a companion bill by the same name was introduced in the House by Congresswoman Louise M. Slaughter (D-NY).

Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  To the right, below the banner picture, is section labeled “Email Sign-Up” and a box where you enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “Sign-up” button.  It’s as easy as that!  The box below that says “Join NOW”.  If you’re not already a member, click there and be sure to sign up for our chapter, NJ0225, at no extra cost.

Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.


