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Happy Chanukah, Magical Yule/Solstice,

Merry Christmas, Joyous Kwanzaa

Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Diversity Officer – Niral Patel
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross

Local Chapter Information:
Our Next Meeting
Our next chapter meeting will be our holiday party on Tuesday, December 13th, at 7 pm at the home of Skip and Alan.  Dinner will be served, including some vegan options, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2017 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter elections will be the one item of business at our holiday party.  Currently known nominations for officers include

President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Ronnie Traktman

State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Additional nominations may be made from the floor.  If you are interested, let us know; we can be flexible with officer assignments.

Brief Editorial About The Election

We were all extremely disappointed by the outcome of the election, to say the least.  We each need to decide what we can do to counter the results and the expected tornado of anti-woman, anti-immigrant, anti-gay, anti-liberal actions we expect to result.  At a minimum there are petitions to be signed.  The National NOW website (now.org) has several, and there are many other good organizations with petitions.  This is one example.  Beyond petitions, you can join and/or participate in organizations you trust.  Come to our holiday party!  Volunteer with Planned Parenthood.  Do more of whatever you feel comfortable doing!  If this newsletter seems shorter than usual, it’s because the newsletters we use as source material are reeling.  But we’re sure they’ll be back with renewed commitment and energy in the new year.  Now, let’s get out there and defend our rights!
From the National office:

National NOW Press Releases:

Statement by President of NOW Terry O’Neill on the passing of the first female US Attorney General Janet Reno, November 7, 2016.  Janet Reno was a trailblazer. She broke what once had seemed to be a never-to-be-shattered glass ceiling, when President Bill Clinton made her the first woman to serve as Attorney General of the United States. She was straightforward, no-nonsense, resolute and determined to, as she often said, “do the right thing.” More
Statement of NOW President Terry O’Neill On Donald Trump’s appointment of Steve Bannon as White House Advisor, November 14, 2016.  By appointing Steve Bannon as his chief strategist and senior counsel, Donald Trump is elevating a leader of the “alt-right” who has consistently denigrated women and trafficked in white nationalist, racist and anti-Semitic propaganda. More
NOW endorses Nancy Pelosi, Calls For Affirmation of Democrats’ Inclusive, Multicultural Base, November 22, 2016.  NOW strongly endorses Nancy Pelosi to continue as Democratic Leader in the U.S. House of Representatives. Nancy Pelosi has been an exemplary leader and a guiding force behind a progressive agenda that strengthens our representative democracy. Her support for a Women’s Economic Agenda focused attention on the continuing fight for justice, for equal rights and for greater opportunity. As Nancy Pelosi has said, when women succeed, America succeeds.  More
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Florida Teens Consider Campus Rape During College Application Process
How do news stories about campus rape affect a teen’s choice of colleges? Video journalists Sierra Bardfeld and Jessica Roman asked teens in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

November 4th: the 38th Anniversary of the Pregnancy Discrimination Act  November 4th was the 38th anniversary of the Pregnancy Discrimination Act (PDA), the first federal law guaranteeing protections on the basis of pregnancy, childbirth and other related conditions under Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.

November 4th is Latina Equal Pay Day  November 4th was Latina Equal Pay Day, the day of 2016 that Latina women would need to work to, in order to earn the same amount a white man earned in 2015.

Women in France Protest the Gender Wage Gap  Women in France planned to leave work on Monday, November 14th, at 4:34 pm in protest of the gender wage gap that persists in many workplaces.

Remembering Janet Reno, a Champion for Women’s Rights  March 11, 1993 marked a historical milestone when Janet Reno became the first woman to be sworn in as United States Attorney General.

Raising the Minimum Wage Wins at the Ballot Box  On November 8th, four states voted to raise their minimum wages in light of Congress’ refusal to touch the federal minimum of $7.25 an hour.
Minnesota Elects First-Ever Somali American Lawmaker  This past election, Ilhan Omar became the first Somali American legislator, winning a seat in the Minnesota House.

First Openly LGBTQ Governor Elected in Oregon  On November 8th, Kate Brown became the first ever openly LGBTQ person to be elected governor.

Anti-Abortion House Panel Seeks to Double Budget  Republicans in the House seek to nearly double the budget of the dangerous Select Investigative Panel that has been spending taxpayer dollars investigating bogus allegations made by the so-called Center for Medical Progress (CMP) against abortion providers and fetal tissue researchers, according to an exclusive article release from Rewire News.

Remembering Gwen Ifill  Pioneering TV journalist Gwen Ifill died on Monday, November 14th, at the age of 61 after a battle with cancer.

Planned Parenthood Shooter in Court as House Select Investigative Panel Continues Witch Hunt  Robert Dear, the man who has admitted to carrying out the 2015 shooting at a Colorado Springs Planned Parenthood, was in court again, as a judge ruled that he is still not mentally competent to stand trial and participate in his own defense.

Indiana Lawmaker Intends to Introduce Total Abortion Ban  A lawmaker in Indiana intends to introduce a bill in January that would criminalize abortion in all cases, including when the mother’s life is at risk.

Judge Orders Minnesota to Lift Ban on Funding Gender Transition Surgery  A district court judge in Minnesota ruled that the state’s Medical Assistance program must lift its decade long ban on funding procedures related to gender transition, calling it a constitutionally protected aspect of transgender individuals’ fundamental right to privacy.

New York City Creates Task Force to Combat Domestic Violence  November 18th, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio announced the creation of a task force to combat domestic violence within the city.
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  To the right, below the banner picture, is section labeled “Email Sign-Up” and a box where you enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “Sign-up” button.  It’s as easy as that!  The box below that says “Join NOW”.  If you’re not already a member, click there and be sure to sign up for our chapter, NJ0225, at no extra cost.
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.

