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February is Black History Month

Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Diversity Officer – Niral Patel
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross

Our Next Meeting
There will be no meeting in February.  Our next meeting will be Monday, March 14th, at 7 pm at the home of Skip and Alan.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2016 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
Rutgers nears $3.5M goal for Steinem Endowed Chair  Many of the leading women in media have joined to help Rutgers University raise $3.5 million to fund the Gloria Steinem Endowed Chair in Media, Culture and Feminist Studies… More
NOW-NJ Call to Action:
Our NOW-NJ Roe Legislative Action Coming Up:  Be There!  NOW-NJ is asking for a joint Legislative vote to support Roe v. Wade unequivocally.  The text would be:  "Joint Resolution supporting a woman's right to decide her own reproductive choices, commemorating the 43rd anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade."  NOW-NJ is asking for supporters to attend the legislative session in Trenton on February 18.  For more details, Click here.
National NOW Press Releases:

NOW’s Message to Paul Ryan—Don’t Mess With Texas Justice!  Republicans in Congress thought the fix was in when Texas’ Republican Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick asked a Rick Perry-appointed District Attorney to open a criminal investigation into Planned Parenthood, following the release of undercover videos concocted to spread malicious lies about the organization. More
On the Seventh Anniversary of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, NOW Calls for Congress to Take the Next Step  Seven years ago, President Obama signed into law his first piece of legislation. The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act that undid the damage of a 2007 Supreme Court decision that made it nearly impossible for women to enforce the Equal Pay Act against employers who paid them less than their male counterparts.  More


News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Top 5 Women’s eNews Stories of 2015  By WOMENSENEWS.  It's that time of year again, when we look back at the stories Women's eNews readers most read, forwarded and amplified.  Our most popular stories published in 2015 may surprise you. Here are the top five
Look at Your Teen Daughter and See Into the Future  By Michelle Gleeson, WeNews commentator.  They are going to become our presidents, doctors, teachers and soldiers. Their statistics are better than boys and they are charming and fun. I don't want to hear any more parents telling me their "boys are so much easier."
How Maasai women in Kenya are helping to make your cosmetics  By Marco Werman, PRI's The World correspondent.  It's a day-long drive from Kenya's capital Nairobi to Twala in Laikipia County. The last 50 miles is along a dusty road, and then you arrive at the farm of the Twala Cultural Manyatta. It's oasis-like, and the moment you enter the gate, the fresh smell of greenery strikes a contrast with the aridity you leave behind.
Teen’s Family Trades Afghanistan for Sweden By Shahira, Afghan Women’s Writing Project.  "Coming to a new country is like beginning a new adventure," writes Shahira, 16, about her family's move from Afghanistan to Sweden. Her new home brings many firsts - first co-ed learning experience, first movie theater and first taste of freedom.
I Asked My Doctor About Low Libido During Breast-Cancer Treatment By Dr. Kelly Michelson.  That made me rare if not unique. Very few women raise this concern even though there are plenty of reasons to prioritize sex. We must open a door on this part of the treatment and recovery process and here are three ways to start.
In France, Marine Le Pen Pushes Abortion Politics Into View By Léa Bouchoucha.  Her far-right party is well known for its anti-immigrant, nationalist message. In a country that serves as a beacon for abortion rights, she is also challenging that part of the status quo.
Teens Are Starting to Study, Talk About Sex Trafficking By Naomi Grant.  Advocacy groups are sending their curricula into classrooms as a way to prevent some of what the U.S. Justice Department estimates as 300,000 cases of sex trafficking each year in the U.S.
Girl Fan to Comic Book Industry: ‘Do More’ for Women By:  Marriya Schwarz, from our partner Writopia Lab.  Though female characters in comic books have come a long way from the damsel in distress role, this teen comic fan finds it hard to ignore the gender stereotypes that still exist.
After Gang Rape, NY Councilwoman Presses Police, Governor for Action By Kimberly Jane Tan.  Will the governor raise the vicious crime in his Jan. 13 State of the State speech? Will police develop a solid strategy for making the streets safer? The chair of the New York City Council’s Committee on Women’s Issues pushes for answers.
New Year’s Eve Attacks in Cologne, Germany, Spread Aftershocks By Madhuri Sathish, Editorial Intern.  The massive attacks, which ranged from groping to rape and involved men having a "North African or Arabic" appearance, are beginning to reshape Germany's open-door policy on refugees. At the same time, women's rights activists are flagging missteps by police and politicians.
Momentous Year Ahead for Paid Leave, Fueled by 2015 By Robin Hindery.  In his State of the Union address a year ago, Obama called for action on paid leave. Advocates say that after a game-changing 2015 a rising tide of initiatives is spilling into election-year politics.
High Court 2016 Lookout: 2 Cases on Reproductive Rights By Kimberly Jane Tan.  One case concerns contraceptive coverage under the Affordable Care Act. The other tests the reach of Roe v. Wade, the groundbreaking 1973 ruling on women's right to abortion that turned 43 on Jan. 22.
Japan Criticized for Ignoring Child Sex Abuse, Exploitation By Catherine Makino.  The country has lagged in protecting children from sexual exploitation. Critics say some catch-up laws didn't go far enough and the culture continues to fetishize minors in such rampant and blatant ways that the intent of recent legal restrictions is being undermined.


From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Unprecedented Number of Groups & Experts Call on SCOTUS to Overturn Texas TRAP Law  45 amicus briefs were filed urging the Supreme Court of the United States to overturn a Texas law that threatens to close more than 75% of abortion clinics in the state and deny millions of women access to safe, legal abortion.

President Obama Vetoes Bill Defunding Planned Parenthood & Repealing Affordable Care Act  President Obama vetoed a measure that would defund Planned Parenthood for one year and repeal key provisions in the Affordable Care Act.

ICE Raids on Central American Families Spark Nationwide Protest  The Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency (ICE) began in January a series of raids aimed at deporting Central American families, sparking protest by activists throughout the country.

First Woman Commandant of Cadets Sworn In at West Point  Brigadier General Diana Holland made history on Tuesday when she became the first woman commandant of cadets at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point (USMA).

Obama Announces New Executive Actions to Reduce Gun Violence  President Obama has announced new executive actions to reduce gun violence, including expanded mandatory background checks, increased enforcement of gun laws, and increased funding for mental health care.

New NY Law Permits Pregnant Women to Enroll in Health Care Plans At Any Time  New York Governor Andrew Cuomo recently signed a new bill into law allowing pregnant women to gain access to health care at any time, eliminating the previous requirement that they wait for open enrollment periods to purchase health insurance. 

Federal Appeals Court Halts Utah’s Attempt to Defund Planned Parenthood  A federal appeals court granted a temporary injunction halting Utah Governor Gary Herbert’s effort to deny state funding to Planned Parenthood. 

NC Abortion Providers Must Now Submit Ultrasounds to State Officials  A North Carolina law requiring abortion providers to submit an ultrasound to state officials for every abortion and induced miscarriage performed after the 16th week of pregnancy took effect on January 1.

VA Governor Proposes Plan for Free, Long-Lasting Birth Control  Virginia Lieutenant Governor Ralph Northam announced a $9 million program proposal that would make free long-lasting birth control available to women who have little or no health insurance.

The Women of NASA’s First Gender-Balanced Astronaut Class Considered for Mars Mission  The women who comprised 50 percent of NASA's astronaut class of 2013 might be headed to Mars!

Supreme Court Hears Oral Arguments in Public Unions Case  The Supreme Court heard oral arguments in a case that threatens to upend nearly forty years of precedent and deal a major blow to public unions across the country.

Judge Rejects Order to Block Catholic Hospitals Denying Women Tubal Ligations  A San Francisco Superior Court judge declined to issue an emergency order that would prevent Mercy Medical Center, a Catholic hospital, from refusing a women's request for a tubal ligation.

Holtzclaw Sentenced to 263 Years for Rape and Sexual Assault of Black Women  Former Oklahoma City police officer Daniel Holtzclaw has been sentenced to 263 years in prison today for the rape and sexual assault of 13 Black women in 2013 and 2014.

Abortion Providers and Escorts Join with Rep. Donna F. Edwards and Reproductive Rights Leaders to Urge House Select Investigative Panel to Focus on Anti-Abortion Violence, or to Disband  On the eve of the 43rd anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the Feminist Majority Foundation joined Congress-woman Donna F. Edwards (MD-04), abortion providers, clinic escorts, patients, and a coalition of women’s groups to call on the House Select Investigative Panel to redirect its focus to anti-abortion clinic violence, harassment, and intimidation, or to disband.

Obama Declares State of Emergency in Flint Water Crisis  President Obama has declared a state of emergency in Flint, Michigan after a water contamination crisis produced a spike in lead poisoning and other health issues, including possibly Legionnaire’s disease, in the city.

Missouri Politicians Introduce “All Lives Matter” Personhood Bill  In a startling misappropriation of the Black Lives Matter movement, anti-reproductive rights politicians in Missouri started off the new year by introducing the so-called “All Lives Matter Act” – a bill designed to strengthen Missouri’s already existing personhood law.
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!

Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.


