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Hillary Clinton will make history 

at the Democratic Convention!
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Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
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Our Next Meeting
Our next chapter meeting will be Monday, July 11th, at 7 pm at the home of Skip and Alan.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2016 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
National NOW Conference

June 24-26 NOW held its annual conference in Washington, DC.  Three Middlesex County NOW members attended.  Since this year is NOW’s 50th anniversary, there were several workshops looking back at NOW’s history, including discussions of the Equal Rights Amend-ment (ERA) and where it stands today.  Veteran Feminists of America gave a two workshops looking back at NOW’s early history and the actions they helped plan and execute.
There was also a lot of forward-looking discussion.  NOW’s strategic action plan for the coming 12 months was discussed and passed.  The plan includes:
· Reproductive Justice 2016
· Equal Rights Amendment: Visions for Equality Awareness Campaign 2016

· Dismantling the Sexual Abuse to Prison Pipeline.
And of course there were several workshops and NOW PAC events to rally support for the Clinton for America campaign.  If you want to donate to the Clinton campaign, NOW PAC will get “credit” for the donation when you use this link.  If you would like to sign up for Women for Hillary to receive campaign updates, you can use this link.
National NOW Press Releases

Statement of NOW President Terry O’Neill on Hillary Clinton’s Historic Victory  June 7, 2016.  Women have always known that this day would come – but that doesn’t make Hillary Clinton’s victory any less momentous, or inspiring. More.
"Leaders of the National Organization for Women Endorse Effort to Recall Judge Aaron Persky " NOW's Open Letter to Judge Aaron Persky, June 9, 2016.  We write to you as the largest grassroots women's rights advocacy organization in the country, to express our outrage in the sentencing of convicted felon Brock Turner to only six months in state prison.  More.  To get involved in NOW’s efforts to recall Judge Persky, click here.
"Statement of NOW President Terry O’Neill on the shootings at Pulse in Orlando" June 12, 2016.  The horrific attack in Orlando was in every sense a crime against humanity. The LGBTQIA community came to a club to celebrate Pride month, to dance, to live openly and joyously—to be human. And then someone whose heart was filled with hate savagely took that humanity away from them. More.
"Why Women Must Still Fight For Voting Rights"  Statement of NOW President Terry O’Neill, June 23, 2016.  The struggle to secure voting rights and the struggle to secure the rights of women have been intertwined in U.S. history since the historic meeting at Seneca Falls in 1848 endorsed the demand for women to have the right to vote.  Today, nearly a century after women won the constitutional right to vote, and a half-century after African American women and men won access to the ballot box through the 1965 Voting Rights Act, we are facing a new onslaught of state voter suppression measures.  More.
"A Victory for Women"  Statement of NOW President Terry O’Neill on the Supreme Court Decision Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt, June 27, 2016.  Deep in the heart of Texas, the sneak attack on abortion care has been rebuked by the Supreme Court today. This decision puts the focus back on the constitutional rights of women, proven science and medical fact, and away from partisan politics and draconian attacks on women’s health.  More.
From Women’s Media Center:
OP-ED USA Today: Clinton Coverage Highlights TV Gender Gap  By Gina Glantz, Julie Burton, & Debbie Walsh, June 21, 2016.  Hillary makes history and who do you call to chew it over? If you're TV bookers, mostly men.  Usually when history is made, news outlets call upon individuals with unique understanding of the circumstances to interpret the significance of the milestone and explain its consequences — people whom viewers would consider experts. More>>
The United State of Women  At the White House Summit on Women — the United State Of Women — WMC co-founder, Gloria Steinem, discussed the intersections of race and gender on a media panel and our WMC Status of Women in US Media Report, WMC Guide to Covering Reproductive Issues, and WMC Guide to Covering Rape and Rape Culture were shared with women leaders from across the country.
Changing History to Herstory: Hillary Rodham Clinton and the Women's Movement  By Robin Morgan, June 17, 2016,  Well, we’ve come this far.  For the first time in the history of the United States of America, one of the two major political parties is nominating a woman candidate for the presidency of the nation. … Indeed, while one party makes history running a woman at the top of its ticket, the other party makes history by running a deeply disturbed, ignorant, sexist, racist authoritarian at the top of theirs. More>>
Arrested: 68 Men Responsible for Gang Rapes of Over 50 Children in DRC

An arrest warrant for the suspected ringleader of rapes of at least 50 little girls in Kavumu, DRC, was issued suddenly on Monday night. He was arrested in the early morning hours of Tuesday along with 67 men under his command. More>>
'I Was a Servant, a Sex Machine, and a Punching Bag': Why Marital Rape Is Still Legal In India  By Priyali Sur, June 22, 2016.  Lights! Camera! Action! The life of a Bollywood stuntwoman outside the realm of film sets and the silver screen caught India’s attention last month when a video done by the lifestyle channel Blush captured her struggle behind the screen. Geeta Tandon spoke about her marriage at the age of 15 and surviving domestic abuse, including rape, from her husband.  More>>
The Problem With Gossiping About Beyoncé and ‘Lemonade’  By David G, June 22, 2016.  We are now almost two months into the post-Lemonade universe, and it still seems the biggest public conversation the album has inspired is a debate about the true identity of “Becky with the good hair.” But these conversations not only insult the integrity of Beyoncé’s work, but also ultimately go completely against Lemonade’s very purpose. More>>
Praise Young Girls on Being 'Smart,' Not 'Pretty'  By Karla Majdancic, June 21, 2016.  For a long time, whenever I pictured an engineer I automatically imagined a guy who looked something like Mark Zuckerberg. I never imagined an engineer could be someone who looks like me. ... These stereotypes are perpetuated by the gender norms at the heart of our societal expectations for girls, which are furthered by the media to which we’re exposed while growing up. More>>
How the Stanford Survivor Helped Me Understand My Own Assault  By Aya | June 17, 2016.  TW: This article contains discussion and description of sexual assault.  In January of 2015, 20-year-old, former Stanford University student Brock Allen Turner sexually assaulted an unconscious woman behind a dumpster outside a frat party. In March of 2016, Turner was charged with three felonies of sexual assault. Prosecutors asked for a 6 year sentence, but he received only 6 months of jail time — and will likely serve even less.
But, despite this injustice, something truly beneficial emerged from this case: Buzzfeed reporter Kate Baker published the survivor’s letter to her attacker, which the anonymous woman had read out loud in court. Reading this letter gave me, and likely countless other survivors, a sense of solidarity with this case: like Emily Doe, I, too, once drank too much at a frat party, and also like her, I also had a voice. But unlike her, my voice became silenced. More>>
Four Latina Lesbians Still Seeking Justice  By Marcie Bianco, June 29, 2016.  In 1994, four women were sentenced collectively to over 75 years in prison for a crime they did not commit. It’s a story we’ve become all too familiar with—the unjust justice system that, for women and people of color, presumes guilt and demands innocence be proven.  Known as the San Antonio Four, the woman had three strikes against them besides their gender: they are Latina, they are lesbian, and they are poor.  By 2013, all four had been released from prison.  But they have yet to be exonerated.  More>>
Orlando: The Crossroads of Queerness and Latinadad  By Frankie Yara Colón, June 23, 2016.  A few days passed after the shooting in Orlando that claimed the lives of 49 Latinx members of the LGBTQIA community, and I woke up still feeling sick and unable to speak. But as I rolled over onto my side to look at my phone, I saw I had gotten a text from my Abuelo that said he was thinking of me. He used every color heart emoji to make a rainbow. This is a man in his early 80s, going through his damn emoji keyboard to connect and offer support to his queer Boricua grandkid. It filled me with all the love and tenderness and rage in the world. Through this act of love, I was jarred out of my spell of silent restlessness, and I began to remember the teaching of Audre Lorde that is important for any marginalized person to hold close in the face of oppression: My silence will not protect me.  More>>
What the SCOTUS Abortion Decision Means— And Why It Matters  By Julie Z, June 27, 2016.  On March 2nd, the Supreme Court heard the case Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt, which has been called the most important abortion case heard in this generation’s lifetime. Today, on June 27th, the Court ruled to invalidate Texas abortion restrictions in a 5-3 decision.  But what exactly does this case, and this ruling, mean? Because we still don’t live in an educational climate in which young women receive an in-depth education about crucial things like reproductive rights in school, here’s the run-down on what this Supreme Court case was really about, why it matters, and where we’re going from here. More>>
WMC Live #173: Rita Dove, Jessica Ladd, Daisy Kahn. (Original Airdate 6/25/2016)  Robin on the gun vote, HRC's and Trump's staffs, repro-rights break-throughs, and gravitational waves. Guests: Rita Dove, former U.S. Poet Laureate; Jessica Ladd's solution to campus rape; Daisy Khan on Muslim feminism (and voter registration!). To listen >>
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
In India, Sex Education Struggles with Taboo Status  Sex is a taboo topic in India, but schools are nonetheless mandated to teach it. Parents with an eye on what their children might be doing on the Internet are also anxious to find ways of discussing the issue. 
Call in the Doula: When Your Pregnant Students Need More  The Brooklyn Library’s young adult literacy program includes workshops on stop-and-frisk policing, urban farming and HIV/AIDS. But we needed to offer more to young women with unexpected pregnancies and lots of concerns.
Muslim Women Tap the Power of Telling Their Own Stories  The Hijabi Monologues uses entertainment while other programs take a different approach, but the goal is the same: to share the diverse lived experiences of Muslim women. 
All Points Callout: We Need to Build a Culture of Consent  We can all take steps to spread the ethos of consent among children and adults. A Planned Parenthood survey of male-female attitudes about sex, along with numerous recent incidents, shows why everyone has to be involved.
Hillary Clinton Victory Taps the Varied Strains of Feminism  Her wins in NJ and CA were a signal to many to put aside politics and celebrate what her historic candidacy might mean for little girls across the country and the world. But not everyone joined in.
Reproductive Health Urged to be at Heart of Humanitarian Crisis Response  As the war in Syria enters its sixth year, researchers and public health practitioners at the American University of Beirut are working to adapt guidelines for sexual and reproductive health care during emergencies so they're more relevant to the Middle East and North Africa.
June 10 Marks Another Anniversary of the Equal Pay Act  When President John F. Kennedy signed the Equal Pay Act on June 10, 1963, women made only 60 percent of the average salary for men. Fifty-three years later, that gap has narrowed, but is far from closed.
In Wake of Orlando, Stand Up to LGBTQ Backlash  A year ago the Supreme Court declared laws against same-sex marriage unconstitutional. Since then we are witnessing a backlash and rise of intolerance that calls on us to speak out. 
Health System Skimps on Trans Health Care Training  A scarcity of physicians with special training in the needs of one trans man left him giving his doctor guidance on his own testosterone dosage. “There’s a huge online community,” he says, “and luckily I knew from YouTube and Facebook what was typical.”
Teens Contend With Women’s Financial Literacy Gap  A failure to understand personal finance is disproportionately a woman’s problem, leading to poverty and credit card debt. Some teens are using those facts to scare up participation in workshops on saving and investing. 
To Curb Maternal Death, U.S. Hospitals Urged to Weigh Bleeding Pads  Getting hospitals to stop estimating blood loss and start quantifying it—going from “EBL to QBL”--is now a major goal of an effort to reduce postpartum hemorrhage, a leading cause of maternal death that disproportionately afflicts black women. 
Women’s Forum at White House Celebrates Power of Diversity  Headliners and activists came together at an emotional time, two days after the massacre at a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida. “We know that our lives and our stories are intertwined and connected,” said a speaker at a vigil.
More Corporations Are Putting Money on LGBTQ Equity  With the LGBTQ population’s annual spending power estimated in the hundreds of billions, companies don’t want to get left behind. “They’re all very competitive,” says one marketing consultant. 
Texas Abortion Clinic Ruling Stirs Huge Online Applause  Among those celebrating was a young woman who, in a court briefing, described her own abortion. “I knew what was best for my family,” she said, her voice shaking, shortly after the ruling came out June 27. 
Also Recommended by WeNews:
Broadway is #notsowhite, but is it still #somale?  (The New York Times)
In South Africa, boys more likely to be sexually abused than girls  (Thomson Reuters Foundation)
Death of teenage girl casts doubt on Egypt’s efforts to end FGM  (Thomson Reuters Foundation)
Report: Cost of replacing Flint water pipes double estimates  (Associated Press)
Senate Passes Equal Pay Resolution For U.S. Women’s Team Soccer Stars  (The Huffington Post)
GOP Uniting Under Banner ‘Never Hillary’  (The Washington Post)
Survey: Three-quarters of Israelis back same-sex civil marriages  (Newsweek)
How video ‘pranksters’ are cashing in on the abuse and harassment of women  (The Guardian)
Unique program helps women escape streets, transform lives  (CNN)
First in Asia, Thailand eliminates mother-to child transmission of HIV  (Thomson Reuters Foundation)
Light Sentence for Brock Turner in Stanford Rape Case Draws Outrage  (The New York Times)
Women who ran before Hillary Clinton: ‘I cannot vote, but I can be voted for’  (The Guardian)

Senate votes to require women to register for the draft  (The New York Times)
BREAKING: Senate Dems launch filibuster on gun control  (TPM)
Anderson Cooper absolutely grilled Florida’s GOP attorney general over her support for LGBT people  (The Washington Post)
Oracle pledges $3 million to girls in STEM worldwide, joins White House global campaign  (Marketwired)
Obama to Orlando gay community: ‘You are not alone’  (AFP)
Texas abortion clinics wait for the Supreme Court  (MSNBC)
Director of HBO’s ‘Suited’ talks gender-nonconforming fashion  (NBC News)
Ad business seeks to stamp out ads that objectify women  (Wall Street Journal)

Infertile women could get new wombs grown from stem cells within 10 years, says transplant pioneer  (The Telegraph)
For LGBT community, pride of progress roiled by threat of violence  (San Francisco Chronicle)
The paradox of ‘pretty’  (The Atlantic)
UCSF installs new gender-inclusive restroom signage  (USCF News)
‘Spirit of History’: House Democrats hold sit-in on gun control  (NBC News)
Queer rights advocates stage massive protest outside Trump Tower  (The Huffington Post)
Tied SCOTUS effectively blocks Obama’s executive action on immigration  (TPM)
On eve of SCOTUS abortion decision, Texas accused of suppressing key data  (NBC News)

Supreme Court Declines to Ease Gun Access for Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Offenders  (Wall Street Journal)
Supreme Court overturns Texas abortion restrictions  (Los Angeles Times)
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Obama’s New Plan for Troops Means Continued Hope for Afghan Women  The Obama administration has announced that the United States will continue to support the Afghan National Security Forces through 2020.

Supreme Court Hands Down a Win for Affirmative Action  In a 4-3 decision today, the US Supreme Court upheld a race-conscious admissions policy at the University of Texas, issuing a decisive blow to opponents of affirmative action.

New York City Council Greatly Expands Access to Menstrual Hygiene Products  The New York City Council passed legislation that will provide access to free menstrual hygiene products such as pads and tampons in public schools, homeless shelters, and the city’s correctional facilities.
UN Demands That Ireland Amend Anti-Abortion Legislation  The Council's ruling is incredibly significant, as Ireland has some of the strictest abortion legislation in the world.
California Repeals Discriminatory Rule Targeting Women of Color  California is set to repeal its so-called Maximum Family Grant Rule (MFG), a welfare reform measure that essentially punishes low-income women, particularly women of color, for having children.
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  To the right, below the banner picture, is a section labeled “Email Sign-Up” and a box where you enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “Sign-up” button.  It’s as easy as that!  The box below that says “Join NOW”.  If you’re not already a member, click there and be sure to sign up for our chapter, NJ0225, at no extra cost.
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.

How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.


