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June, 2016
June is LGBT Pride Month
Be sure to vote this coming Tuesday, June 7
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Diversity Officer – Niral Patel
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross

Our Next Meeting
Our next chapter meeting will be Monday, June 13th, at 7 pm at the home of Skip and Alan.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2016 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
NOW National Conference
The NOW National Conference will be held this month, June 24-26, at the Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC.  In addition to regular activities, this year is special both because it’s an extremely important national election year and also it is NOW’s 50th anniversary.  There will be a special Gala Anniversary event at 7 pm on Thursday, June 23rd.  Lots of information about the conference, including links for registration, hotel, agenda, featured speakers, and the Gala is available on the conference web page, which will be updated regularly as more details are filled in.  Attendees who are members in good standing 90 days before the conference are eligible to vote at the conference.
From National NOW:

Help Hillary Break through the Highest, Toughest Glass Ceiling of All! … You can help by supporting Hillary and mobilizing voters for the New Jersey primary on Tuesday, June 7. … There are several ways you can help:
· Please be sure to vote in New Jersey’s primary, Tuesday, June 7 and encourage others to vote for Hillary as well. Find where to vote here.
· Get an absentee ballot or vote early in person by going to your County Clerk until 3:00 p.m., the day before the election.

· Find an event near you.

· Sign up to phone from home.

Click for more information on Hillary's support for NOW’s issues.  Help make history and elect Hillary Clinton, a true champion for ALL girls and women!

National NOW Press Releases:
Ensuring Transgender Students’ Safety and Dignity  Statement of NOW President Terry O'Neill, May 13, 2016.  NOW thanks the Obama Administration and the U.S. Department of Education, who acted courageously, appropriately and dramatically in issuing new guidance for school districts to ensure that transgender students have equal access to sex-segregated facilities such as restrooms and locker rooms.  Coming so soon after the U.S. Department of Justice filed a civil rights lawsuit against North Carolina’s so-called “bathroom bill,” this action underscores the Obama Administration’s unhesitant, unwavering commitment to the rights of transgender students to use facilities consistent with their gender identity. More
Oklahoma’s Shameful Criminalization of Abortion Care  Statement of NOW President Terry O’Neill, May 20, 2016.  When the Oklahoma legislature passed a first-in-the-nation law that would make it a felony for abortion providers to perform abortions, conservatives unveiled a new way of responding to Supreme Court decisions they don’t like.  Just ignore them. Defy the Constitution, and disregard the 70 percent of people in the U.S. who want Roe v. Wade to remain the law of the land. That’s the stated intent of the bill’s sponsor, Republican Senator Nathan Dahm, who hopes his bill could lead to overturning Roe.  More
From the National Women’s Health Network:  Today, a woman buying emergency contraception over the counter will spend between $35 and $60. But in Maryland starting in 2018, she’ll be able to use her private insurance for any FDA-approved over-the-counter (OTC) contraceptive drug—with no copays! This important advance is thanks to the Contraceptive Equity Act, signed into law earlier this month.  More
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
A Real Mothers’ Day Gift: Better Child Care Assistance  There are lots of ways we can bring more stability and security to working mothers. For these two women, improving how we handle child care assistance is key. 
Movie Reviews: Documentary ‘Dark Horse’ is a Big Winner  This week also brings the poignant Mother’s Day release, “A Light Be
neath Their Feet.” Go see this story of a mother with bipolar disorder and a daughter with tough choices to make. It’s moving and meaningful.
Could ‘Birth Budgets’ Help U.S. Women Navigate Coverage Gaps?  A U.K. proposal sounds like a Mother’s Day present for U.S. women looking for more maternity care choices from their private insurance. It could also help tackle poor birth outcomes in the U.S., particularly among black women. 
Here’s Why I Want to See a Female President in My Lifetime  As a rare female Washington political journalist in the ’60s, I was one of the "girls in the balcony." Things have moved along since then, but not enough. Women need Hillary Clinton to win this election. 
Child Marriage is in the U.S. and We Are Fighting It State-by-State  The first legislative victory just came in Virginia, and three other states have introduced bills. Children who can’t legally vote, buy cigarettes, drink alcohol and, in some instances, get a tattoo, are entering marriage contracts. It must stop. 
Domestic Workers in California Anxiously Eye Expiration Date on Bill of Rights  “We no longer worry about not having enough money for food and other necessities,” says a woman who cares for an elderly client part time and cleans houses. But will a law that helped double her wages be tossed out or made permanent?
Midwest High School Gets A in Trans Acceptance  The addition of two new single-stall bathrooms is making the school safe for the 1-in-5 students there who identify as transgender. 
It’s Not Easy Being a Girl  Everything from getting ready for school to getting movie snacks with a friend is just harder for a girl, writes Sarah Groustra, and that’s why we need feminism.
‘Likes’ and Live Streaming Rape: Let’s Talk About it with Our Kids  Parents and teachers do not need to demonize apps like Periscope or Twitter. Instead, we must consistently remind kids to carry the same set of values between real life and social networking. 
When Your Employer Knows You’re Pregnant Before You Do  While health data analytic companies promise to use technology to help individuals and employers make better decisions for their health and their bottom line, your privacy is more important than the small benefits provided.
Abortion is on the Agenda at Women Deliver: ‘Elephant in the Room’  This week’s big gathering in Denmark also features the McKinsey Institute’s latest research on the wage gap and a new philanthropic initiative co-chaired by Melinda Gates and Mette-Marit, crown princess of Norway.
Black British Girls Most Likely to Self Harm, Least Likely to Receive Help  Olivia got better after her parents helped her find therapy. But that solution may not be available for many black girls. A growing body of research finds the U.K. mental health system falling short for people from marginalized communities. 
Being Thin Isn’t All it’s Cracked Up to Be, Teen Says  Everywhere Emily Leon looks she sees people trying to lose weight. But as a teen with Graves’ disease, dieting is the furthest thing from her mind. This piece is part of Teen Voices' series by and about teen girls with disabilities.
Video: Some Florida Teens Want More Than Anatomy in Sex Ed  They have different opinions on the quality of sex education they’re receiving at school. But all these Florida teens say it’s important to be prepared. 
Fat Should Equal Beautiful, Teen Says  To teen Danielle Lowe, body acceptance, not weight loss, should be encouraged to combat prejudice against fat. 
Women’s E-News also recommends
House committee votes to require women to register for draft (Associated Press)
Video : Cheerleading Squad Accepts 1st Transgender Teen (Associated Press)
U.S. West Point academy set for first woman dean in two century history (Reuters)
EXCLUSIVE: Woman accuses cop of abusing her after calling 911 in fear of her ex-boyfriend (Daily News)
Watch the first same-sex routine on ‘Dancing with the Stars’ (LGBTQ Nation)
Counseling association cancels Tennessee convention (The Associated Press)
Clinton releases plan to cap child care costs (Politico)
Frontier Airlines pilots challenge breastfeeding policies (CNN)
New York City Launches Site on Gender Equity (New York City Commission on Gender Equity)
Video: To (Barely) Afford Childcare, You’d Have to Start in Childhood
 (Make It Work)
South Carolina passes bill banning abortion after 19 weeks (Associated Press)
Self-injectable contraceptives could be life-saver in Africa – health experts (Thomson Reuters Foundation)
Muslim states block gay groups from U.N. AIDS meeting; U.S. protests (Reuters)
Arizona governor signs law aimed at defunding Planned Parenthood from Medicaid (Tucson.com)
Arizona Governor Signs Measure Reversing Restrictions on Medication Abortion (Center for Reproductive Rights)
Relative: Chibok girl snatched by Boko Haram found, pregnant (Associated Press)
Senators tell the feds to stay out of school bathrooms (CNN)
Hillary Clinton addresses Women Deliver conference in Copenhagen via video (Reuters)
Oklahoma bill to jail abortion doctors heads to governor (Reuters)
Muslim states block gay groups from U.N. AIDS meeting; U.S. protests (Reuters)
Senate set for showdown over women in the draft (The Hill)
Oklahoma Lawmakers: Religious Students Must Get Their Own Trans-Free Bathrooms (Slate)
Two lesbians who accused Honolulu officer of harassing them win settlement (Thomson Reuters Foundation)
Up against strict laws, Texas women learn do-it-yourself abortions (Reuters)
Sex Shop Workers Welcome the Protections of a Retail Union (The New York Times)
Judge in Bill Cosby case sets trial on sex-assault charges for July (USA Today)
Female CEOs see pay rise, but numbers remain small (ABC News)
Nearly a dozen states sue U.S. government over transgender policies (NPR)
From the Women’s Media Center:
"If You Do Not Do Right By Black Women, This Nation Is Doomed to Fail."  By Chagmion Antoine.  Some women made it to the end without faltering. Others weren’t so lucky. … On the first day of the Black Women’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission in New York, the women gathered at Harlem’s historic Riverside Church hadn’t come to mourn but to testify. They had come to break 400 years of generational silence surrounding sexual abuse in the black community. More>>
How Social Media Has Shaped My Feminist Identity  By Zoe R.  At the age of 13, I discovered feminism. Like so many other girls, I found the movement on Tumblr — a platform that has gained a reputation for fostering radical views about equality and tolerance. Tumblr offered me a new world of opportunity and helped me realize I could demand more at a time when I felt particularly vulnerable.  My feminist community on Tumblr became a lifeline in what I found to be an often damaging social media landscape. Harmful ideals and expectations of beauty and femininity were shoved down my throat on Facebook, and the Internet in general often felt like it was full of criticism. It was all too easy to vulnerably compare myself to the inundation of idealized, carefully curated images and posts — from celebrities on Instagram to the statuses and pages created by girls in my own life — that constantly filled my feeds.  This experience was at odds with what I believe is the key to allowing young women to craft their identities: vulnerability. More>>
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.


