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March, 2016
March is Women’s History Month 

March 8th is International Women’s Day

Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Diversity Officer – Niral Patel
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross

Our Next Meeting
… will be Monday, March 14th, at 7 pm at the home of Skip and Alan.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2016 schedule of meetings is available here: Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
Last month we wrote the item below about Roe Legislative Action on February 18th.  The new date is March 14th.  The update is available here.  And the very latest is that there may be votes in both the Assembly and the Senate.  Check it out here.  As that date approaches, check here to see if there is any more recent information.

Our NOW-NJ Roe Legislative Action Coming Up:  Be There!  NOW-NJ is asking for a joint Legislative vote to support Roe v. Wade unequivocally.  The text would be:  "Joint Resolution supporting a woman's right to decide her own reproductive choices, commemorating the 43rd anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade."  NOW-NJ is asking for supporters to attend the legislative session in Trenton on February 18.  For more details, Click here.
NOW National Conference
The NOW National Conference will be held June 24-26 at the Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC.  In addition to regular conference activities, this year is special both because it’s an extremely important election year in national politics, and also it is NOW’s 50th anniversary.  There will be a special Gala Anniversary event at 7 pm on Thursday, June 23rd.  Lots of information about the conference, including links for registration, hotel, agenda, featured speakers, and the Gala is available on the conference web page, which will be updated regularly as more details are filled in.  Attendees who are members in good standing 90 days before the conference are eligible to vote at the conference.  There is more description in the press release just below (follow the link).
National NOW Press Releases

NOW Celebrates 50 Years of Pioneering Grassroots Feminism in 2016  The National Organization for Women (NOW), the iconic activist organization that promotes equal rights for women, will be celebrating its anniversary at the 50th Anniversary Gala and NOW Conference, June 24-26, 2016. …
Justice is Denied for Kesha—But She’s Not The Only One  Statement of NOW President Terry O'Neill  The musical artist Kesha’s lawsuit against her producer, “Dr. Luke” Gottwald, reveals just how hard it is for women to prevail against their abusers in court. A New York judge has denied Kesha’s motion to release her from a recording contract that obligates her to work with a man she says repeatedly sexually, physically, verbally and emotionally abused her.
From The Center For Reproductive Rights  Breaking news -- the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit is allowing Louisiana’s clinic shutdown law to go into effect.  This means that three out of the remaining four clinics in the state must close.  Our attorneys are seeking emergency relief from the U.S. Supreme Court so that these clinics will be able to reopen as soon as possible while we continue to fight the law.  You can read more and make a donation here.

From the National Women’s Health Network (NWHN):

More good news for women – depression screening covered through the ACA  In January, the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force released its recommendation that clinicians screen the general adult population, including pregnant and postpartum women, for depression. Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, most health insurance plans have to cover preventive services with no extra fees. …
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Between MLK and Obama Comes Carol Moseley Braun  She was elected to the U.S. Senate 16 years before Barack Obama, who credits her with showing him the way, writes Jeannie Morris in this excerpt from her new book, "Behind the Smile."  [Editor’s Note:  Carol Moseley Braun is a long-time NOW member.  She credits NOW for helping her win her Senate race in 1992.  And she is a member of NOW’s Board of Directors.]
Doctors Push Controversial Strategy to Fight Female Genital Mutilation  The compromise would allow "minimal" forms of the ritual cutting of girls' genitalia in hopes of upholding religious and cultural beliefs while reducing the harm.
In Flint, Pregnant Women Must Be Worrying  Being essentially forced to give birth to children prenatally exposed to dangerous lead poisoning can be considered systemic reproductive coercion, and with this, the crimes against Flint families increase.
Women of Color, Working Families Projected to Play Big Role in Nevada Caucuses  With the caucuses fast approaching on Feb. 20, Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders are focusing their campaigns on issues that impact families, health and communities of color. 
Those Newly Elected Saudi Women Just Got Pushed Away from the Table  This is a serious blow, particularly when you remember that the presence of women isn't a problem for every Saudi municipal council; the government's decision to segregate endorsed the position of extreme men.
Teen Grammarian Makes Case for Nonbinary Pronouns  Using someone's preferred pronoun is more than just a fad to teen writer Caroline Kubzansky, it's a form of inclusivity and she applauds the American Dialect Society's recent vote on the matter.
Eating Disorders Gain Recognition as a Widespread Danger  Compared to 20 years ago, one doctor says the public is more likely to understand this as a mental illness that comes in various forms and can afflict anyone. But insurance barriers remain, particularly for inpatient treatment centers.
Girl Journalists at Forefront of School Censorship  "These policies affect every inch of our production process," says a teen who edits a school paper in Florida and worries about girls developing a self-censorship habit. A legal advocacy group is working to arm girls with the tools they need to fight back.
Also recommended by WeNews:
Ontario, Canada Pledges $100 Million to Address Violence Against Indigenous Women  (Indian Country Today Media Network)
Pakistani Prime Minister Reaffirms Commitment to End Honor Killings  (UN Women)  [Editor’s note: You can read and sign a petition on this topic here.]

Two Black Trans Women Killed in 48 Hours  (The Advocate)
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

House Fails to Override Veto of Measure to Defund Planned Parenthood and Repeal Affordable Care Act  The House of Representatives failed to gather enough votes to override President Obama’s veto of a measure that would have defunded Planned Parenthood for one year and repealed key provisions in the Affordable Care Act.

White House Announces New Measures to Further Equal Pay  President Obama announced new steps his Administration is taking to help close the gender-race pay gap.

Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.


