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May, 2016
“Deal Me In!”

May is National Mobility Awareness Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Diversity Officer – Niral Patel
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross

Our Next Meeting
Our next chapter meeting will be Monday, May 9th, at 7 pm at the home of Skip and Alan.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2016 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
NOW National Conference
The NOW National Conference will be held June 24-26 at the Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC.  This year is of major significance, because it is both an extremely important national election year and it is also NOW’s 50th anniversary.  There will be a special Gala Anniversary event at 7 pm on Thursday, June 23rd.  Lots of information about the conference, including links for registration, hotel, agenda, featured speakers, and the Gala is available on the conference web page, which will be updated regularly as more details are filled in.  Attendees who are members in good standing 90 days before the conference are eligible to vote at the conference.
National NOW Press Releases:
The NFL Still Doesn’t Get It – NOW Asks NFL to Change Meeting Location  Why Are Team Owners Propping Up North Carolina’s Law Allowing Discrimination Against The LGBT Community?
Regarding: "Deal Me In"  Statement of NOW President Terry O’Neill…  Donald Trump is doubling down on his gender-based attacks on Hillary Clinton, charging that Secretary Clinton doesn’t have the “strength” or “stamina” to be President.
Excerpts From Ms. Magazine, Spring 2016 (some not yet on line):
Lest We Forget
“As we convene this morning, you look around the chamber, the presiding officer is female.  All of our parliamentarians are female.  Our floor managers are female.  All of our pages are female. … I think it’s genuinely fabulous” – Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) noting the absence of men on the Senate floor after a blizzard struck Washington, D.C.
Milestones
For the first time in its 58-year history, NASA’s astronaut class is 50 percent women.  All of the group’s scientists are eligible to join the first human expedition to Mars, set to launch in about 15 years.

The first woman to ever serve as New York’s chief judge, Judith S. Kaye, died at 77.  She was an early advocate for same-sex marriage and created support services for victims of domestic abuse.

Periods Gone Public  by Jennifer Weiss-Wolf.  Legislators are working to make menstrual products more accessible.  Over the past year, periods have made headlines around the globe—from Kiran Gandhi's tampon-free run of the London Marathon to Donald Trump's angry accusation that Fox News anchor Megyn Kelly had "blood coming out of her wherever." But the menstrual issue that has stirred high-profile political debate is the call to make feminine-hygiene products more obtainable by eliminating sales tax on tampons, pads and menstrual cups, and piloting programs to offer these items for free to women in need…
What ISIS Fears Most by Mona Elthahawy.  Thoughts on the global terrorism crisis from an award-winning Egyptian American journalist.  “ISIS are afraid of girls.”  In all the articles analyzing the extremist group of murderous rapists, no truer words were spoken than those by Kurdish women fighting in Syria. …

Film
Still Fighting for Equality by Aviva Dove-Viebahn.  A new documentary explains why we need an Equal Rights Amendment now.  A new documentary […], Equal Means Equal, tackles the history of the amendment and the reasons this simple proposition […] has been so difficult to set in stone. … “Gender inequality is nothing short of a human and civil rights violation at an epic scale, and every American should know about it, be appalled, and demand that it be changed.”
When did the Right to Life become the right to terrorize?  Anti-abortion extremists are contributing to a climate of violence against doctors and clinic workers.  For more information and to send a message to Congress to investigate anti-abortion violence – not abortion providers, go to: www.feminist.org/anti-abortion-violence/.

News and discussion from womensmediacenter.com:

Skyrocketing Abortion Clinic Violence Tied to Extremist Rhetoric  By Mary Ann Swissler.  The National Abortion Federation’s latest report on abortion clinic violence lays out a disturbing increase in harassment and violence targeting the health centers’ employees and patients in 2015…
We Deserve More: The Critical Role of Women in the Fight for $15  By Jennifer Epps-Addison.  My grandmother Mary Lee died poor, after a lifetime of hard, often backbreaking work. She sacrificed her health and, more often than not, her dignity so that her son and grandchildren would have a better life. Grandma deserved to have more to show for her labor, and so do the millions of American women struggling in poverty-wage jobs today…
'There's no news hook': Q&A with Amanda Sperber on trying to cover up rape in South Sudan  By Lauren Wolfe/Director.  The scale of sexualized violence in South Sudan has been described by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights as “shocking.” …

The Truth About Helping Out a Mentally Ill Friend  By Danielle P.  
Depression is a living breathing monster that stalks America’s youth. It devours confidence, ruins relationships, and even ends lives. I’ve met this beast and seen the damage it inflicts firsthand…
What Young Women Especially Need to Know About Drinking  By Liz G.              I’ll admit it: I enjoy a drink or two every now and then. Wine is amazing (especially moscato) and I am old enough to legally partake in drinking it. That being said, there are some hard truths about women’s relationship with alcohol that often go under-discussed — and of which young women should be aware early on…
Why "Housewife" Should Not Be a Dirty Word  By Roberta Nin Feliz.  As the daughter of a full-time mom, the word “housewife” elicits mixed feelings. On the one hand, as a Latina feminist, I am aware of how our patriarchal society governs women’s roles and relegates them to traditional domesticity. On the other, though, I have watched my mother endure burns, scratches and arthritic pain to do the back-breaking work that supports her household — and can’t help but admire and appreciate her work ethic. I was offended and even a bit hurt, therefore, to learn that Dictionary.com defines “housewife” as a term that is “sometimes offensive.” …

North Carolina and Mississippi Passed Discriminatory Bills, But I Refuse To Remain Silent  By David G.  
North Carolina and Mississippi recently made headlines for signing two anti-LGBT+ bills into law. News outlets, prominent organizations and officials around the nation roundly decried these measures as discriminatory, as these bills — though they were framed as “religious freedom” bills — have the potential to drastically alter the treatment of LGBT+ individuals in the workplace, businesses, and courts…
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Deneuve is Stunning in ‘Standing Tall’ 
The film is a standout example of fine art as social advocacy. This was also a big week for the revered Belgian feminist filmmaker Chantal Akerman, who died by her own hand last October at age 65.
First International Conviction for Mass Rape Raises Hopes in DRC  "This verdict is just," says a women's rights activist in the Democratic Republic of Congo about a verdict related to the neighboring Central African Republic. "We are expecting the rebel leaders who have bloodied the DRC to one day face trial."
Dominican Teens Test New Generation of Race Relations  While historical racial tensions continue between the Dominican Republic and Haiti, the generational divide among parents and teens living in the United States may reflect the island's history and its future.
From Sacagawea to Sotomayor, Florida Teens Want to See Woman on $10 Bill  These co-ed students in Fort Lauderdale recognize the important roles women have played throughout history, noting who they feel should be honored on the $10 bill.
These Indian women said they could protect their local forests better than the men in their village. The men agreed.  Even the monsoon rains don’t keep the women of Ghunduribadi, a tiny tribal village in India’s eastern state of Odisha, from patrolling the nearby forest at dawn.
Finnish Politician Says Welfare Took Her from Refugee to Lawmaker  Nasima Razmyar, a member of Finnish parliament and an asylum recipient from Afghanistan, gets asked a lot of questions about refugees these days. But she also wants to stay focused on what makes Finland a global beacon for women.
Pay Equity Push in Massachusetts Gains a Surprising Ally  There is a live fight going on to bolster women's wage protections in the state that has the country's first equal pay law. Attorney General Maura Healey hopes new backing from a major member of the business community could be a game changer.
Infographic: Booming Demand for Trades Good News for Women’s Wages  U.S. demand for welding and other skilled trades is predicted to skyrocket in coming years. Today, some of the least "traditional" career paths for women are also the best opportunities to receive higher pay.
5 Reasons for Women to Get Savvy About U.S. Budget Dealings  Did you know a major public preschool initiative is at stake on Capitol Hill while the campaigns hog all the headlines? A professional budget watcher spots a few key provisions that could help close the wage gap.
Hollywood Actresses Embrace a Movie Starring the E.R.A.  The Equal Rights Amendment has been hanging around since 1923 and, politically speaking, often gathering dust. But Hollywood stars are reaching for it now as a tool for their own discrimination battles and to join a broader sisterhood.
This 23-year-old woman just opened India’s first rehab clinic for acid attack survivors  Ria Sharma wasn't always an activist. Just a few years back she was a fashion student at Leeds College of Art. But she felt uninspired by the work, and decided to branch into film. Her first project: A documentary about acid attack survivors.
The ordeal isn’t over yet for women who’ve been freed from Boko Haram  The Nigerian military has been touting its recent successes against Boko Haram. Officials say many of the thousands of women and girls who'd been held hostage by the Islamist militant group have been freed.
Congressional Briefing Puts U.S. Maternity on Exam Table  “There’s been a huge collapse of the health system in rural areas,” one doctor said. “I still have patients that don’t have a car or live so far out that they don’t have access to a bus system.”
As 41 More Allegations Surface, A Way for U.N. to Stop Peacekeeper Rape  Paula Donovan, founder of the Code Blue campaign, believes there’s a way the U.N. can be held accountable. On April 13 her group said it had information about 41 more rape allegations against U.N. peacekeeping forces in the Central African Republic. 
Twitter Highlights from #BlackGirlMovement Conference  Black girls and women gathered at Columbia University last weekend to celebrate progress and build momentum for their community within the racial justice movement. “My heart is still shattered to rediscover how utterly invisible black girls are to everyone but one another,” said presenter Melissa Harris-Perry.
From Three Blocks to Three Miles: Afghan Teen’s Journey to School  Being driven away from school was devastating for third-grader Arifa. But when she learns of a new school she can attend, not even a three mile walk could stand in her way of completing her education.
Melinda Gates Picks Up the Torch for a Caring Economy  Want to stamp out poverty? Let's first address the unequal distribution of under- and unpaid care work, which often falls on women's shoulders.
Would Fewer People Get Killed if More Police Officers Were Women?  Adding men, regardless of how diverse, doesn’t reduce the incidence of brutality or improve community relationships. Adding women does. But women are just a stagnating 12 percent of police forces.
Rape Trauma Is Too Serious Not to Know Our Safety Options  Novel interventions are springing up across college campuses to help young women prevent and even recover from rape. They are not a substitute for educating males and holding perpetrators accountable. But their benefits should still be appreciated. 
High School Feminist Confronts Xenophobic Tweeters  When this normally discreet high school junior saw what her male classmates had to say about a new immigration order, she shot back at them to prove that white, upper middle-class boys aren’t the only ones with opinions. 
After Big Wins, Fight for $15 Organizers Widen the Agenda  The campaign is picking up energy from the high-voltage presidential primary process and organizers say they are starting to emphasize unionizing and such quality-of-life issues as housing and early childhood education. 
When Rape Kits Run Out of Time: Why Statutes of Limitation Also Matter  If we are serious about ending the national rape kit backlog and delivering justice to victims, we have to consider ending statutes of limitations, too.
Female-Dominated Unions Active in April 26 Primaries  “For decades, unions have fought for livable wages, paid sick leave and other economic issues that benefit all workers, not just union members,” says the president of a nursing union. “Now these issues are front and center in the 2016 presidential campaign.”
This Heart Doctor Wants to Clear Up Confusion About HRT  Dr. Howard Hodis just finished talking about this at a major annual conference on women’s health. He says HRT has definite cardiac benefits as long as it starts soon after menopause, before heart health begins to decline with age. [Editor’s note: This still needs more vetting before women can safely sign on.]
Womensenews.org also recommends:
‘Staggering’ sex trafficking in Latin American gold mines, say researchers (Reuters)
U.S. women’s soccer team file wage discrimination complaint (ESPN)
How Much Support Does Hillary Actually Lose Because She’s A Woman? (Vocativ)
Planned Parenthood, ACLU Sue Indiana Over New Abortion Law (ABC News)
Poles protest possibility of total ban on abortion (Associated Press)
Clinton: ‘Unborn person’ doesn’t have constitutional rights (The Hill)
Girls’ Rights Group Celebrates Victory in Getting AP to Change Style on ‘Child Prostitute’ (Rights4Girls)
Australia: Backlash to university’s gender pay gap bake sale highlights ‘trend of online behaviour towards women’ (ABC)
Photo Essay : The ‘Wives’ of Boko Haram (Foreign Policy)
Mississippi passes controversial ‘religious freedom’ bill (BBC)
WATCH: Elizabeth Warren rakes Fed official over coals in GOP banking hearing (Raw Story)
Pepsi chief executive joins criticism of North Carolina law on LGBT rights (The Guardian)
Rather Than Rules, Pope’s Document Gives License to Adapt (The New York Times)
Chariot for Women New Ride Sharing Service for Women Only (Tech Crunch)
Women Over 75 are Almost Twice as Likely as Men to Live In Poverty (Observer)
Jane Sanders: We’ll vote for Clinton if she wins nomination (The Hill)
BYU Pressured To Stop Punishing Rape Victims After They Report Their Assaults (Huffington Post)
Reverend Franklin Graham Denounces Same-Sex Marriage, Secularism from the Montgomery Capitol Steps (Southern Poverty Law Center)
Ringo Starr cancels N.C. event over LGBT law (Politico)
Nigeria Chibok girls ‘shown alive’ in Boko Haram video (BBC)
Poll: Millennial women mostly uninspired by candidates (The Hill)
Accused of mishandling sexual harassment case, UC Berkeley provost quits (Christian Science Monitor)
Sexism in mouse research can lead to medical harm to women, scientists warn (CBCNews)
Democrats Make Renewed Push For Removing Lead Pipes (Huffington Post)
Inside Colombia’s City of Women – podcast (The Guardian)
U.K. Updates Travel Advisory to Warn LGBTQ Tourists Visiting North Carolina and Mississippi (Slate)
Protesters Arrested During North Carolina ‘Bathroom Bill’ Demonstrations  (CNN)
Female GOP Lawmakers Don’t Want To Talk About Trump’s ‘Woman Card’ (Huffington Post)
Laws fail victims of forced, early marriage in “chauvinistic” Burkina Faso – Amnesty (Thomson Reuters Foundation)
Rise in Nepali women trafficked to China, South Korea – rights commission (Thomson Reuters Foundation)
House committee votes to require women to register for draft (Associated Press)
Video : Cheerleading Squad Accepts 1st Transgender Teen (Associated Press)
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

California Legislature Passes First Statewide Bill to Raise Minimum Wage to $15/Hour  The California state legislature poised its state to become the first in the nation to raise the minimum wage to $15 per hour, a move that California Senate President Pro Tem Kevin de León called “historic.”

US Women’s Soccer Team Players File Wage Discrimination Complaint  Five members of the U.S. Women’s National Soccer Team (USWNT) filed a federal complaint against the U.S. Soccer Federation for wage discrimination.

FDA Expands Access to Medication Abortion  The federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) made mifepristone (the early option of abortion by pills, or medication abortion) more accessible to women, but still kept in place unnecessary regulations.

Report Finds 3 of the Largest School Districts Hire More Security Officers than School Counselors  A new report finds that three of the five largest school districts in the country have more security officers on payroll than school counselors. In each of these districts, students of color make up the majority of the student body.

Governor McAuliffe Vetoes Bill Defunding Planned Parenthood  Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe vetoed a measure today that would have defunded Planned Parenthood in the state.

Supreme Court Decision Undermines Ploy to Weaken Public Unions  Public sector unions had a win when the US Supreme Court split 4-4 in a closely watched case that threatened to undermine the collective bargaining process.

Lawsuit Challenges North Carolina’s Anti-LGBT Law  Civil liberties groups joined with two transgender people and a law school professor today to file a federal suit challenging North Carolina’s new anti-LGBT law.

Federal Court Permanently Strikes Down Alabama TRAP Law  In a decision issued three weeks after the Supreme Court heard oral arguments against a similar Texas TRAP law, a federal judge permanently blocked a provision in an Alabama law that would close almost all of the state's abortion clinics by unnecessarily requiring providers to have admitting privileges at local hospitals.
Federal Court Orders Recount of Vote on Anti-Abortion Tennessee Ballot Measure  A federal court ordered Tennessee election officials to recount the votes cast during the 2014 election on Amendment 1, an anti-abortion state constitutional amendment.

56 People of Color Testify Against Abortion Ban Built on Racist and Sexist Stereotypes  Declaring, "we will not sit silently while we are exploited for the passage of yet another abortion restriction," 56 people of color submitted written testimony to the House Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil Justice in opposition to the so-called Prenatal Discrimination Act (PRENDA)

Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.


