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November is Native American Heritage Month

Be sure to vote Tuesday, November 8
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Diversity Officer – Niral Patel
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross

Local Chapter Information:
Our Next Meeting
Our next chapter meeting will be Tuesday, December 13th, at 7 pm at the home of Skip and Alan.  This will be our traditional Holiday Party and Elections meeting.  Guests welcome and encouraged!  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2017 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.

Pre-Election Comedy Show & Rally
The Somerset County LGBT is sponsoring a show featuring comedienne Suzanne Westenhoefer on Sunday, November 6, at 6 pm at Cafe Imperial in Bound Brook.  It’s only $35 for a buffet dinner, cash bar, and the show.  Contact us if the Facebook event link above doesn’t work for you.
Sanar – A Wellness Institute
A friend and member of our chapter is a founder of Sanar, a wellness center helping women who have escaped trafficking.  Sanar is holding a fund-raising concert on November 11 at an easily accessible location with parking in Newark, a block from Penn Station.  Performer Heather Mae is described as “an artist who startles your senses on many levels, engaging the part of your brain that makes you shake your hips, but also raise your fist in solidarity.”  Click for more event info
Did You Know?

From the book Don't Assume I (don't) Cook! published by NOW in 1998.  (Some of the statistics may be a little dated, but the gist is still true today, and the video mentioned below seems to be available.)

Did You Know?
· That only 5% of U.S. women have the   "ideal" type of body portrayed in ads?

· The average weight of a model is 23% lower than that of an average woman; 20 years ago, the differential was only 8%

· Even though advertisers would have us believe smoking will make women and girls thin and glamorous, it actually kills more women each year than alcohol, illicit drugs, car accidents, suicide and homicide combined.

· 20% of college women battle bulimia, and thousands more suffer from other eating disorders, yet the diet industry is booming.
The NOW Foundation Women's Health Project is mobilizing women and girls to expose deadly health risks of alcohol, tobacco and fashion advertising on women and girls.  The foundation's powerful video, Redefining Liberation, can be ordered by calling (202) 331-0066.
Native Women are Being Sexually Humiliated and Terrorized in North Dakota  Native women are being strip-searched and jailed in Standing Rock, North Dakota.  The women, who are members of the Standing Rock Sioux tribe, have been peacefully protesting to stop the construction of an oil pipeline that would destroy sacred sites and threaten the water supply for millions of families. In response, North Dakota authorities have started to arrest, strip-search, and hold protesters for days without bond.
From the National office:

National NOW Press Releases:

"It’s Time to #BeBoldEndHyde" Statement by NOW President Terry O'Neill.  September 30, 2016, marks the 40th year of the Hyde Amendment, which blocks countless women from accessing the abortion care they need. The National Organization for Women (NOW) is proud to partner with the All Above All coalition in calling on lawmakers to #BeBoldEndHyde. More
"Donald Trump Promotes Sexual Assault As a Rich Man’s Perk" Statement by NOW President Terry O'Neill.  
Donald Trump must be stopped. Someone with such disrespect for women, with such a misogynistic lifestyle who boasts about using his power to sexually assault women cannot–and will not–be the leader of this country.  More
"NOW to Paul Ryan and Mitch McConnell: Un-endorse Trump NOW!"  Paul Ryan and Mitch McConnell should be ashamed of themselves. Their failure to renounce their endorsements of Donald Trump disqualifies them from any semblance of leadership. They’re letting women down by not rejecting a presidential nominee who boasts of his exploits as a sexual predator. They’re letting the GOP down by surrendering every scrap of principle and moral authority represented by the party of Lincoln for fear of losing votes energized by Donald Trump’s hate speech.  More
"Second Debate Shows, Once Again, Why Hillary Clinton is Trustworthy" Statement by NOW President Terry O'Neill.  October 10, 2016.  Last night’s debate showed a side of Donald Trump we’ve seen all too many times—angry, misogynist, arrogant, and at times even menacing. Trump is demonstrably unfit to hold the highest office in the land.  Trump’s threat to put his political rival, Hillary Clinton, in jail is something we’d expect to hear from a third-world dictator—and maybe that’s the model to which Trump aspires. He is all swagger and no policy, all hate and no understanding.  More
NOW Salutes Planned Parenthood on its 100th Anniversary Statement of NOW President Terry O’Neill.  October 16, 2016.  Planned Parenthood is celebrating its 100th anniversary, and it’s a century of excellent medical care and support for women in urgent need of essential family planning services. NOW is marking its own 50th anniversary this year, and we’re proud to salute our older sister today.  More
From DailyKos.com
Black female MD discriminated on Delta attempting to save unresponsive passenger: 'No, Sweetie'  By Leslie Salzillo, October 14, 2016.  This story and experience posted by O

 HYPERLINK "https://www.linkedin.com/in/tamika-k-cross-m-d-1a087ba9" \t "_blank" bstetrician & Gynecologist Tamika Cross on her Facebook page is stomach-turning and it’s stirring up social media. Cross writes about being on a Delta Airlines flight when a man two rows in front of her became unresponsive.  What happened next is despicable.
Her Name Was Susan  By amadon, October 21, 2016.  A recent diary posted at dKos discussed the remembrances of an old ER doctor in dealing with abortion before Roe v. Wade. That diary had a profound effect on me and forced me to relive an experience from my own medical school days more than 50 years ago.

Her name was Susan. She was young. She was beautiful. She was intelligent. She was articulate. She was dying…

After the debate, a Utah woman stepped up to share her late-term abortion story and it's going viral  By Jen Hayden, October 20, 2016.  During the third presidential debate, Donald Trump made a statement about abortion that left the audience gasping:

TRUMP: I think it's terrible if you go with what Hillary is saying in the ninth month, you can take the baby and rip the baby out of the womb of the mother just prior to the birth of the baby. Now, you can say that that's okay and Hillary can say that that's okay, but it's not okay with me. Because based on what she is saying and based on where she is going and where she has been, you can take the baby and rip the baby out of the womb in the ninth month on the final day. And that's not acceptable.

Hillary Clinton responded by immediately calling out Trump’s lie about late term abortions, offering up the single most complete defense of Roe v. Wade in recent memory. But one Utah woman who’d had a late term abortion had heard enough from Donald Trump.  Alyson Draper courageously used Facebook to share her own heartbreaking experience about having a late term abortion. In a post that she encouraged others to share, she lays out how utterly painful the decision was and why we have to keep abortion safe and legal
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Infertility Specialist: Embryo Testing Improving IVF Outcomes  Dr. David Keefe, a specialist in infertility at New York University’s School of Medicine, talks about what is known, what remains unexplained and how genome sequencing is helping to reduce miscarriages. 
Race Relations Influence Some Teens’ Roommate Choices  At first, Brooklyn teen Akeesha Williams was worried about having white roommates from the suburbs in college “because of our different cultural backgrounds” but so far her freshman year with roommates of different races has “been really cool.”
‘My Passion, My Philanthropy’: Marcy Syms Pushes for Equal Rights Amendment  While this is her paramount philanthropic passion, Syms saw early on that gender was often forgotten in important areas of American society and has worked to change that. 
Fairness is High School Forensics is Under Debate  Presidential stages aren’t the only debates where sexism shows up. High school debate advisers “blatantly prefer coaching the guys on the team, never offering the girls coaching at tournaments,” said one teen.
Girls Challenge Access to Contraception at Johannesburg Clinics  In order to bring down the teen girl dropout rate at their high schools, teens in Johannesburg head to their local health clinic.
Foodie with Eating Disorder Stuck Between Passion and Pathology  “In a world where food culture overlaps significantly with diet culture, the gourmand in recovery may often find herself in treacherous territory,” writes Angela Hui. Content warning: this article discusses disordered eating habits
Sex Trafficking Survivor Says It’s Time to Stop Glamorizing Prostitution  What is inherently harmful is being passed off by Hollywood as a glamorous lifestyle of choice, says Rebecca Bender, who was trafficked for nearly six years. This causes the myths about prostitution to proliferate.
Winning Girls Soccer Team Feels Sidelined by Football in Oregon  While there may be plenty of opportunities for girls to participate in athletics at this Oregon high school, the fan base can’t compare to that of boys football.
Education Saves Teen From Early Marriage, Hardship  With the help of her brother, Jackline escaped a forced marriage to a rescue center full of girls from similar situations in Kenya. There, they formed a sisterhood and began their path to education. 
Also Recommended by WeNews:
Tennessee House votes to expel lawmaker following allegations of widespread sexual harassment  (The Associated Press)
From the Women’s Media Center:

The Problem With Saying Someone "Looks Like a Lesbian"  By Dayton Uttinger, October 24, 2016.  Apparently, if you cut off half of your hair, start playing rugby, spearhead a LGBTQA group on campus, begin obsessing over Orange is the New Black, and break up with your boyfriend all within the span of a year, people think you’re a lesbian. After each of these developments, I registered my mother’s raised eyebrows, my friends’ giggles, and questions like, “You know you look like a lesbian, right?”
…
Here’s the thing: I know that I look like a lesbian. I can check off every single box of the stereotype. But why does everyone seem to automatically assume that “looking like a lesbian” — whether you are one or not — is a bad thing, or one that must be fixed? More
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Recognizing the Barriers to Family Planning on World Contraception Day September 30th was World Contraception Day, a time when the international community comes together to recognize the barriers and cultural impediments that restrict access to family planning.

United for Coverage Week of Action Leads up to Hyde Anniversary September 30th marks the first day of the first-ever United for Coverage Week of Action to repeal the 1976 Hyde Amendment.

Pentagon Approves Gender-Affirming Surgery for Troops  The Pentagon announced that they would cover gender-affirming surgery for active duty troops on a case-by-case basis after a recommendation by a physician and approval by senior officials.

Texas Placed Under Federal Supervision, Tries to Reinstate Draconian Voter ID Law  Texas’ Attorney General filed a petition requesting that the United States Supreme Court reinstate the state’s draconian voter ID law, SB 14, following the remarkable move by a US District judge to put Texas under court supervision. 

Congresswoman Schakowsky Decries the Dangerous Tactics of the House Select Investigative Panel  Ranking Member Jan Schakowsky delivered a speech on the floor of the House denouncing the dangerous Select Investigative Panel that has been spending taxpayer dollars investigating the bogus allegations made by the so-called Center for Medical Progress (CMP) against abortion providers.

The EACH Woman Act Would Give 28 Million Women Access to Abortion Coverage   The Equal Access to Abortion Coverage in Health Insurance (EACH Woman) Act was introduced in Congress 14 months ago in an effort to make insurance coverage for abortion available to all women, regardless of income, type of insurance or zip code. 

Remembering Life Before Roe  As we raise awareness about the Hyde Amendment and the millions of women who face monumental barriers to abortion access because of how they get their health insurance, it’s important to remember why the United States moved to legalize abortion in the first place. 

California Enacts New Protections for Child Sex Trafficking Victims
More than half a dozen bills protecting child victims of sex trafficking were signed into law by California Governor Jerry Brown, including one that ensures minors cannot be criminally charged with prostitution. 

LGBTQ Celebratory Festival Cancelled in Haiti  An Afro-Caribbean LGBTQ festival scheduled to occur in Haiti was cancelled in response to eminent terror threats involving arson and death, as well as a ban by a governmental official.
California Terminates Statute of Limitations in Wake of Cosby Allegations  California Gov. Jerry Brown approved the Justice for Victims Act, which will eliminate the state’s statute of limitations for prosecuting rape and other felony sex crimes.

Polish Women Protest Government’s Consideration to Criminalize All Abortion
Women in Poland took to the streets dressed in all black to protest the government’s consideration to criminalize abortion in all cases, including when the life of the woman is at risk.

Guaranteed Legal Aid May Become a Reality for Low-Income Tenants in New York  The New York City Council held a hearing concerning a bill that would guarantee low-income tenants a lawyer, provided by the Office of Civil Justice, when facing eviction charges.

Planned Parenthood to Proceed with Federal Lawsuit Against Center for Medical Progress  In a victory for reproductive rights advocates, a federal judge in California refused to dismiss a lawsuit filed by Planned Parenthood against the so-called Center for Medical Progress (CMP), the anti-abortion group responsible for the discredited videos released last year that falsely accused the women’s healthcare organization of illegally selling fetal tissue. 

Iranian Women’s Rights Activist Sentenced  Iranian women’s rights activist Narges Mohammadi’s controversial 16 year prison sentence handed down last May was upheld on appeal.

Planned Parenthood Protected from Medicaid Restrictions in Arkansas  Reproductive health care was protected in Arkansas when a U.S. District Court Judge issued a preliminary injunction, temporarily prohibiting blocks on Medicaid funding for Planned Parenthood.

Polish Protests Stop Proposal to Ban All Abortions, But Activists Look Ahead  Poland’s conservative leadership said they would no longer support a total abortion ban after thousands of women took to the streets, boycotting school and work to protest the proposed law. 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month: Guns in Abusive Homes  October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month, when advocates and survivors push issues facing abuse victims into the forefront of national conversation. 

Pakistan Tightens Law on “Honor” Killings  Pakistani lawmakers passed a law that will mandate a minimum sentence of 25 years in prison for those convicted of honor killings.

Oklahoma Supreme Court Blocks Newest Anti-Abortion Law  There was a victory for reproductive rights in the state of Oklahoma, as the Oklahoma Supreme Court unanimously voted to permanently block an anti-abortion law with numerous provisions, finding it in violation of the state constitution’s “single-subject rule” that restricts every bill before the legislature to one subject.

Canadian Police Head Apologizes to Female Officers for Years of Harassment  The head of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Bob Paulsen, issued a public apology to hundreds of women who had faced sexual harassment and discrimination while on the force. 

President Signs Sexual Assault Survivors’ Bill of Rights  President Obama signed into law the Sexual Assault Survivors Rights Act, establishing a set of guidelines for the way in which the federal government handles forensic evidence gathered after a person reports a sexual assault, otherwise known as a rape kit.

Celebrating Indigenous Peoples Day  October 10th is a day of remembrance referred to by two different names that are fundamentally paradoxical in nature- the widely recognized national holiday that is Columbus Day and the growing movement to reclaim it as Indigenous Peoples Day.

7th Grade Girl Invents Advanced Medical Band-Aid  13 year old Anushka Naikaware from Beaverton, Oregon recently placed 8th in the international Google Science Fair, a program that challenges teenagers to create scientific and technological inventions. 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month: LGBTQ Relationships  When picturing domestic violence, the common image features abuse between heterosexual partners, at the hands of a male perpetrator.

October 11th Marked International Day of the Girl  On October 11th we celebrated International Day of the Girl, a youth led movement fighting for social justice for the 1.1 billion girls around the world.
Department of Justice Allocates $38 Million to Untested Rape Kits  The Department of Justice announced in September that it would allocate $38 million to state and local law enforcement agencies in an effort to address the extensive backlog of over 400,000 untested rape kits across the country.
Justice Department Announces New Database for Tracking Fatalities in Police Custody  The Justice Department announced that it would start tracking nationwide data on fatal police shootings and other violent encounters between law enforcement and civilians, including natural deaths or suicides that occur while someone is in police custody.

Transgender Rights under Attack in Minnesota, ACLU Seeks to Intervene  The American Civil Liberties Union in Minnesota filed a motion to intervene in a case that was filed in an attempt to ban a transgender student from using the locker room matching her gender identity.

Documentary Film Producer Arrested at North Dakota Oil Protest  Documentary film producer, Deia Schlosberg, was arrested in North Dakota for simply filming footage of a protest action for a new climate change documentary. 
Campaign to Elect a Woman as Secretary General to the United Nations Fails  Antonio Gutteres, former prime minister of Portugal and leader of the UN refugee agency, was elected UN Secretary General last week, a disappointing end to a formal campaign attempting to elect a woman as the next leader of the United Nations.
Two Unaffiliated Anti-Abortion Extremists Plead Guilty to FACE Violations  A Joplin, Missouri man was sentenced to 63 months in jail for setting fire to a local mosque and attempting to burn down the town’s Planned Parenthood clinic twice.

City of Durham, North Carolina Passes ERA Resolution  The Durham City Council became the first governing city body in North Carolina to pass a resolution in support of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) to the U.S. Constitution.

Federal Judge Permanently Blocks Mississippi’s Planned Parenthood Medicaid Ban  A District Court of Appeals judge ruled last week that Mississippi cannot deny Medicaid funding to Planned Parenthood simply because they offer or are affiliated with abortion services, granting a permanent injunction to two facilities.

Virginia Board of Health Removes Surgical Center Building Requirements for Abortion Providers  The Virginia Board of Health voted 11-to-4 to remove the unconstitutional outpatient surgical center building requirements imposed on clinics that perform abortions.

Girl Scout Troop 3484: Breaking the Bronze Ceiling in Central Park  If you stroll through Central Park in New York City, there are many historical statues to enjoy during your visit. Among those statues are twenty three historical figures including Alexander Hamilton, Christopher Columbus, Hans Christen Anderson and William Shakespeare. What you won’t find is a statue honoring the achievements and life of a woman, discounting the Mother Goose and Alice in Wonderland monuments.

Women in Iceland Protest the Gender Wage Gap  Women in Iceland walked out of work at 2:38 pm on Monday to protest the gender wage gap that persists in the country. 

Alaska to Reimburse Planned Parenthood Legal Fees over Parental Notification Law  Alaska must pay the nearly $1 million in legal fees that Planned Parenthood of the Great Northwest and the Hawaiian Islands, as well as two Alaskan physicians, incurred fighting the state’s unconstitutional parental notification law. 

Gretchen Carlson to Testify Before Congress on Arbitration Laws  Former Fox News host Gretchen Carlson will testify before Congress on forced arbitration laws after the election season. 

ACLU Sues Catholic Hospital for Putting Religion over Medical Care  The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) has filed a complaint with the Department of Health and Human Services against a Michigan Catholic hospital for refusing to perform a postpartum tubal ligation on a pregnant brain cancer patient, a violation of the nondiscrimination provision of the Affordable Care Act (ACA).

Fight to End the Criminalization of Sex Workers Continues in California  Sex workers in California are fighting back against the current criminalization of their profession. 

Alabama Judge Blocks Two Anti-Abortion Laws  A federal court issued a preliminary injunction blocking two Alabama abortion restrictions that would have severely hindered access to the procedure in that state. 

BYU Adopts Honor Code Amnesty Clause for Sexual Assault Victims  Brigham Young University announced on Wednesday that it will no longer investigate the student-victims who report sexual assault for breaches of the honor code. 
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  To the right, below the banner picture, is section labeled “Email Sign-Up” and a box where you enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “Sign-up” button.  It’s as easy as that!  The box below that says “Join NOW”.  If you’re not already a member, click there and be sure to sign up for our chapter, NJ0225, at no extra cost.
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.

What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.
