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September, 2016
September is Hispanic Heritage Month

September 16th is Global Female Condom Day
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Diversity Officer – Niral Patel
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross

Our Next Meeting
Our next chapter meeting will be Monday, September 12th, at 7 pm at the home of Skip and Alan.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2016 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
Meeting Night Changing in October

As mentioned above, the next chapter meeting is Monday, September 12.  At our June chapter meeting, after having surveyed our membership in May, the chapter decided to change our meeting night from second Mondays to second Tuesdays, starting with the October meeting.  Reminders will be given as this change approaches.
Women's Equality: A National Monument  In a special documentary episode of To The Contrary, Bonnie Erbe explores the historic Belmont Paul Women’s Equality National Monument, the final headquarters of the National Woman’s Party. Declared a national monument in 2016 by President Barack Obama, the 200-year-old home sitting on Capitol Hill in Washington D.C. is a treasure trove of the Women’s Suffrage Movement.  More
From the National Women’s Health Network  One year ago, the FDA buckled to pressure from a savvy astroturf campaign and approved the female libido drug flibanserin (brand name: Addyi). In response, we launched the “Pass on the Pink Pill – Or Pass Out” campaign to warn women of the marginal benefits and serious side effects of the “pink pill”—complications like dangerously low blood pressure, dizziness, and even sudden loss of consciousness! Today we reflect back on the broken promises, missing safety studies, and more in our report card,  “Addyi 1 Year Later: What’s the Score?”

From Change.org via Dorothy Schwartz (our Florida feminist news reporter) “Judge Persky Will no Longer hear Criminal Cases!”  August 26, 2016.  We have some amazing news. Judge Persky will no longer be presiding over criminal cases and will move to civil court at his own request. Although it is not his resignation, for now, he will no longer stand in the face of rape victims and pity their rapist. For now, He will no longer let persons pleading guilty to child pornography off without jail time! This is a... Read more 
Quote from Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg  "If I could choose an amendment to add to the Constitution, it would be the ERA" - Notorious RBG.
From the National office:

Videos from the National Conference

From a National NOW tweet:  Missed our 50th Anniversary conference this past June? You can watch the plenaries here on Youtube! http://bit.ly/2aJVDpi 
From National NOW Leadership mailings:
Happy Women’s Equality Day! We Are Inching Towards Equality  As we celebrate Women’s Equality Day, August 26, it seems like a good time to take stock. Predictably, we find a mixed record of modest advances towards equality and the stubbornly persistent inequalities. Read more about a quick rundown of state and federal advances and challenges.

Women and the Draft; Moving Two Steps Closer to Equality  Feminists have long urged equal treatment for women and men when it comes to military service. Read more for an update. 

A Progressive Democratic Party Platform, Nutty GOP Platform  We compared the party platforms and have posted a summary. Read more.
 

Supreme Court Wins - The very important Supreme Court ruling in Whole Woman's Health v. Hellerstedt that found TRAP (Targeted Regulation of Abortion Providers) laws in Texas are unconstitutional in that they do not promote women's health was an enormous win for women's abortion rights; we comment on that decision and the promise that it holds for turning back TRAP laws in other states. Read more for a wider look at Supreme Court decisions this term which finds more wins.
A Woman for U.N. Secretary-General?  Will a woman be elected to the top job at the United Nations?  It's way past the time when a woman should have held this important international body. Yet straw polling shows that male candidates are again in the lead even though there are many qualified women whose names have been put forward. Read more. 

Other News Items from National NOW:
Why Aren’t There More Women in Congress?
What Gender Pay-Gap Statistics Aren’t Capturing
Number of Women in Jail Has Grown Far Faster Than That of Men, Study Says
National NOW Press Releases:

"#SayHerName: Loreal Tsingine and Korryn Gaines" Statement by NOW President Terry O'Neill, August 4, 2016.  At a time when police shootings of African-American men is under intense scrutiny, the incidence of shootings of women of color by police also demands specific attention. Vulnerable women are often placed in impossible situations, by the legal system, by the criminal justice system, by abusive relationships or family crises. More
"New Trump Campaign Team: Anti-Women, Sexist and Misogynistic" August 19, 2016.  Paul Manafort is out, but sexism and misogyny are in. Donald Trump’s new campaign team is proof positive that he is doubling down on his war on women. More
Excerpts From Ms. Magazine, Summer 2016 (not yet on line):
Lest We Forget
“But I did want to stop by and make one thing very clear – I may be a little grayer than I was eight years ago, but this is what a feminist looks like.” – President Barack Obama, speaking at the White House’s United States of Women Summit in June.

Also in Glamour:  President Barack Obama says, “This is what a feminist looks like”
How We’re Doing – Look Who’s Talking

There’s a woman running for president – yet when it comes to talking about the election, male political analysts far outnumber women on the highest-rated morning and prime-time talk shows on CNN, FOX, and MSNBC.

Milestones

The Sewall-Belmont House and Museum in Washington, D.C., was declared a national women’s equality monument by President Obama.  The building, which served as a home for feminist activism, was purchased by the National Woman’s Party in 1929.

The Stonewall Inn became the first-ever national LGBT monument in a declaration by President Obama.  It is the site of the historic, trans-woman-led Stonewall Riots, which sparked the modern LGBT rights movement.

The Treasury Department announced that abolitionist Harriet Tubman will appear on a redesigned $20 bill. Suffragists Lucretia Mott, Sojourner Truth, Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Alice Paul will be on the new $10 bill; Martin Luther King Jr., opera singer Marian Anderson and Eleanor Roosevelt will appear on the $5.

Justices Side With Women by Sarah R. Boonin.  Whole Woman’s Health is a major – though tenuous – victory for abortion rights.  “Without question, today’s ruling is a game changer,” declared Nancy Northrup, the president and CEO of the Center for Reproductive Rights, the group that litigated the Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt case before the United States Supreme Court.  Indeed.  But the decision is not a future guarantee for abortion rights, and the legislative assault on women will not subside. …

Band of Brothers and Sisters by Rebecca Alwine.  U.S. Women prepare for the front lines as all combat positions are opened to them.  Since September 11, 2001, more than 250,000 women have been assigned to combat units, deployed to combat locations and received combat pay.  More than 140 of them have died there, right beside their male counterparts.  But because of the combat ban, they’ve done so without the career advancements their male counterparts have enjoyed. …

The Genderpreneurs by Sally Howard.  Sweden takes feminism so seriously, it’s become an industry.  The small Nordic nation boasts one of the world’s highest proportions of women in paid work – 72 percent – and women in parliament – holding 45 percent of the seats.  In 2015 there were more highlights:  Sweden’s self-identification as the world’s first feminist government and the Swedish Academy’s formalization of the first gender-neutral pronoun, hen.  Little wonder that feminists look to Sweden as a beacon of hope. …

Betting on the Gender Gap by Katherine Spillar.  The women’s vote in the high-stakes elections of 2016.  Conventional wisdom through the early 1980s was that women voted the same way as their husbands.  Politicians assumed if they focused on male voters, female votes would follow.  But the ranks of women voters swelled, the movement for women’s equality was growing larger, and with it, the visibility and salience of issues of importance to women. … Since then the gender gap has become a permanent fixture of U.S. elections.  In the 2012 presidential election, the gender gap at 10 points was decisive in electing President Barack Obama. … Here’s a look at some of the gender-gap issues that will shape the outcome of the presidential and congressional races this fall. … 
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Suicides Put California Women’s Prison Under Mental Health Scrutiny  In January, suicide-prevention practices at the California Institution for Women were found to be lacking. Now, two suicides and 10 attempts later, an advocacy group is petitioning state lawmakers to do something.
Loyal Clinton Delegate at DNC: Thank You Hillary  Like many women of her generation, Susan Rose never expected to see a woman become president. Now she's glad she was in Philadelphia, able to cast a vote to hurry history along.
‘My Passion, My Philanthropy:’ Lauren Embrey on Giving Bold and ‘Now’  Helping to drive social change opened up Lauren Embrey's world in ways she never imagined. And now here we are, finally, with a woman as the presidential nominee of a major party. The first in our series, “My Passion, My Philanthropy.” 
France Mulls Process for Changing Gender Identification  The legislation under review eases the process of changing gender identification, but critics say it falls short of recommendations by the Council of Europe, an advisory body to the European Union.
Work-Family Advocates Size Up Their Chances in November  Family leave laws, which have been moving forward locally across the country, drew national attention at both parties’ conventions. But with a federal bill languishing in Washington, the focus is on congressional elections and coalitions working at the grassroots.
Low Pay for Women of Color = More Clout Needed in Politics  For women of color, Equal Pay Day 2016 still hasn’t come. This inequity shows how far we still have to go in gaining political representation. Our numbers are too low in U.S. Congress and even worse in state government.
For Some Girls in a Top Model UN Club, the Sexism Is All Too Real  One girl on this nationally elite team says the dominating behavior that guys use to get ahead didn’t seem socially acceptable for her. “I always had to find that balance between being really confident, as well as being more submissive and quiet.”
First Timer: Why I Must Vote As a U.S. Citizen  I take my right to vote seriously. People went to jail and many more risked their lives and limbs for me to enjoy this right. I need to vote, and not just for the presidential candidates, but every single row on my ballot. 
Teen with Cerebral Palsy Finds Acceptance in LGBTQ+ Community  As a bisexual teen with cerebral palsy, Megan Fry had a hard time fitting in until she joined her school’s Gay Straight Alliance. This story is part of Teen Voices’ Girl Fuse series, featuring stories by and about girls with disabilities. 
Autistic Girls of Color Missing from Media Narrative  “There’s too much of the old mainstream view of all autistics as kids or savants, not enough of us as just weird people doing a variety of things,” says one college student. “Autistic representation is pretty lacking right now.”
Pro-Choice Kirkpatrick Threatens to Upset McCain in Arizona  If independents and Hispanics help her win, she would be a dramatic change from the incumbent on abortion rights, immigration and wage equity. She would also become Arizona’s first female senator.  And further:  Women Running for Senate Pour Millions into Their Campaigns  John McCain, a formidable fundraiser, faces Democrat Ann Kirkpatrick in Arizona, in one of the country’s most expensive Senate races. Meanwhile, the two women bidding for Barbara Boxer’s seat in California are also each raising millions.
Also Recommended by WeNews:
A blind eye to sex abuse: How USA Gymnastics failed to report cases  (IndyStar)
Gang rape videos on sale in India amid rise in violent crimes against women  (Thomson Reuters Foundation)
US Women’s soccer fights for gold in Rio and equal pay at home  (CNN)
Canada unveils inquiry into murdered Indigenous women  (Aljazeera)
Lesbian couple sues over New Jersey rules for fertility treatment  (The New York Times)
Lloyds bank faces legal challenge over female staff pensions  (The Guardian)
Banned at home, Iranian woman attends first volleyball game  (The Associated Press)
Majority rule: Women lead the way for Team USA  (Associated Press)
NBC swim commentator defends comments criticized as sexist  (Associated Press)
Silent South African anti-rape protest during Zuma speech on vote  (Reuters)
After 'shoot Hillary' hint, NY Daily News urges Donald Trump to drop out  (MSN News)
Goodbye to ‘honeys’ in court, by vote of American Bar Association  (The New York Times)
Female CEOs, still a rarity, face extra pressures  (The Wall Street Journal)
EU court to hear case of transgender woman refused female pension  (The Guardian)
Killings heighten fears, vigilance for women runners  (The Boston Globe)
A camp tries to reinvent the Hebrew language, so transgender kids can fit in  (The Washington Post)
Trump unpopularity fuels wide lead for Clinton in new Virginia poll  (Washington Post)
Gays Against Guns activists begin campaign with ‘die-in’ at BlackRock HQ  (The Guardian)
Salary negotiations often preclude women from equal pay  (The New York Times)
Darren Sharper sentenced to 18 years in prison in rape case  (The New York Times)
Illinois latest state to expand domestic workers’ rights  (The Associated Press)
Today is Black women’s equal pay day — four months after white women closed their wage gap  (Mic)
Partial win in fight over North Carolina transgender bathroom law  (Thomson Reuters Foundation)
Burkinis, economy top items in French presidential campaign  (The Associated Press)
UN rights office urges French towns to repeal burkini bans  (Thomson Reuters Foundation )
Egypt seeks tougher punishment for female genital mutilation  (Thomson Reuters Foundation)
From the Women’s Media Center:

Sex Testing for Female Olympic Athletes Is a Thing of the Past (At Least for Now)  By Anuradha Sengupta, August 15, 2016.  Women with perceived “masculine qualities” have been under scrutiny by sports governing organizations for decades. The Olympic Games have subjected female athletes to various humiliating tests to measure natural testosterone levels, identify hormones, and see if they have the “right” set of chromosomes or the “right” genitalia and reproductive organs. The first set of gender tests were put in place by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) in the 1960s with “nude parades”—female athletes forced to appear naked in groups before judging panels. The committee later moved on to chromosome testing and then SRY gene detection (the gene that triggers male sex determination). Athletes who failed the tests were subject to disqualification. It wasn’t until 1999 that routine testing was ended, but the committee continued to allow for tests in cases in which someone called an athlete’s gender into question.
But at the 2016 Rio Olympics, for the first time in more than half a century, female competitors are not subject to any form of sex testing, thanks to one Indian athlete who successfully fought her ban. More>>
Why Proper Representation Matters: The Invisible Minority in Pop Culture  By Angela Liu, August 17, 2016.  I have never had a hero who looked quite like me. Growing up, my favorite shows on Disney Channel included Hannah Montana and Wizards of Waverly Place – shows with complex, interesting female characters, but which also had predominantly white casts. Like millions of other young girls, I rooted for Miley Cyrus and Selena Gomez: – I laughed at their jokes, celebrated their successes, and felt for them when they fell. Like millions of other young girls of color, however, I had no role models who looked like I did.
I was sitting down with my family at dinner recently when a CNN notification popped up on my phone, alerting me that Matt Damon had been cast in a new film called The Great Wall. The movie, set to premiere early next year, chronicles the fictional mysteries surrounding the building and defense of the Great Wall of China, which is reimagined as a defense mechanism against interstellar threats. With a budget of over $150 million, it’s the most expensive film that has ever to been shot entirely in China. The movie, as the Chinese director put it, is poised to be an “action blockbuster” and is supposed to appeal to audiences in America and China alike. It has a predominantly Chinese creative team and is backed by a Chinese-owned Hollywood studio.
And yet a white American male plays the movie’s hero.  More>>
Michelle Obama: A One of A Kind Role Model  By Vicki S, August 15, 2016.  When I was in fifth grade, I watched the Obama administration come to life from a crowded library carpet and a single roll-in television. My back ached as my elementary school peers and I watched our nation’s first black president put his hand on the bible, his breathtaking wife standing guard. She was composed but excited, brilliant, and vibrant. For a young girl’s first real introduction to American politics, it was magic.
While Barack Obama’s presidency made me feel bright-eyed and curious about the upcoming years, it was Michelle who became my role model that day. More>>
How the Sexist Media Treatment of Hillary Clinton Affects Young Girls  By Lauren D, August 12, 2016.  “I can’t believe we just put the biggest crack in that glass ceiling yet,” Hillary Clinton said on July 27th, acknowledging her historic presidential nomination during the Democratic National Convention (DNC) in Philadelphia.  “This is your victory,” she continued.  “This is your night. And if there are any little girls out there who stayed up late to watch, let me just say I may become the first woman President. But one of you is next.”  Though Hillary is right that her victory is not just personal, but also a victory for women across the country, we also need to look at the way this achievement was thwarted for years — specifically, the impact of incessant sexism on her campaign. More>>
Women Running For Our Lives  By Marcie Bianco, August 23, 2016.  Female runners know the value of freedom. We crave it as we pound the pavement or weave through a wooded trail. For the precious duration of a run, we can be entirely inside our bodies, moving to the rhythm of our breath, feeling the extension of the muscles in our legs and torso. Our lives as women, which are hemmed in and constrained in so many ways, feel unfettered as soon as we lace up our sneakers.
We know the value of freedom, too, because every female runner, no matter the circumstance, thinks about her safety before a run. “Running While Female” is what feminist blogger Karen Cordano called it in a 2014 Huffington Post piece. The phrase encapsulates the fact that female runners harbor an inherent mindfulness with them while on a run.  More>>
Losing Larry Wilmore and Why it Matters—to TV, Women, and the Nation  By Angela Bonaviglia, August 19, 2016.  I am devastated about the cancellation of The Nightly Show With Larry Wilmore. Not only because the axe fell just under three months before a historically ugly election, shutting down one of our most astute observers. And not only because Wilmore has taken on everyday racism with a comedic vengeance, never more brilliantly than in the wake of the unrest that followed the death of Freddie Gray in the back of a police van. Wilmore alone among reporters of any stripe traveled to a Baltimore diner to have a heart-to-heart with members of a Baltimore gang who had stepped up to help restore the peace. Sitting with them as they sipped tea and ate pie, Wilmore offered a refreshing view of a demonized group of people that is almost unheard of in popular culture.
No, my devastation, my anger at Comedy Central, my exasperation that other programs with far less import get far longer to “resonate,” has to do with something more. It has to do with the fact that in the world of progressive male political comedians—where Bill Maher can’t relax without four men on the show to every woman, where Trevor Noah has at least four male correspondents to one female, and where Colbert can go days without a woman guest, sometimes seeming decidedly uncomfortable with the one sitting across from him (case in point, Viola Davis)—Larry Wilmore is an unabashed feminist. No comedy man in late night is a more relentless, fearless, and hilarious observer of the misogyny in the world around us. Nor is there any comedy man on late night who has been a greater advocate for women on his staff—the show provided unprecedented opportunities for women writers and producers as well as on-air talent. More>>
Being a Swifty Who Rejects White Feminism  By Karla Majdancic, August 24, 2016.  Hi, my name is Karla, and I have been a die hard Swifty for as long as I can remember. I pre-ordered all of Swift’s albums, We Are Never, Ever Getting Back Together was one of my favorite shower songs, I’ve cried ceaselessly to Dear John while in the midst of boy troubles (and, um, every time I hear it), and I could kick your butt at I Knew You Were Trouble karaoke. But I have re-evaluated my feelings toward the singer this year after examining her behavior — specifically, her persistent tendency of perpetuating white feminism.
White Feminism does not describe all feminists that happen to be white, but rather describes a version of feminism that assumes white (and almost always cisgender, straight, able-bodied, thin, middle-to-upper class) women are the default. Doing so actively avoids critical analysis of issues of inequality on any axis other than gender and therefore ignores the complex experiences of the many women who occupy multiple other identities.
Perhaps the most obvious example of the way Swift perpetuates this ideology is through her depictions of her “squad.” Taylor seems to think that her loyal group of friends embodies the very definition of feminism — that it models the importance of women sticking together for the sake of women’s rights. The problem is, though, that Swift’s “squad” is about as shallow a representation of feminism as you could possibly get. More>>
How I Fit Into Mainstream Pride Events as a Queer Black Woman  By Crystal O, August 22, 2016.  I realized that I wasn’t straight when I was about 15 years old. Soon after, I got involved with my high school’s Gay-Straight Alliance. During one of the club’s meetings, the steering committee chair of an organization called PFLAG (Parents, Friends, and Families of Lesbians of Gays) joined us as a guest speaker. That day proved to be a pivotal one for me. After the committee chair spoke, I attended a PFLAG meeting and became a member of their youth group: Rainbow Youth and Allies. I am now proud to facilitate this group.
Actually coming out, however, was a process that started after I had begun attending PFLAG. I was fairly open about my sexuality at school and was not shy to stand up for myself and for the GSA (of which I would later become president), but I faced backlash. A particular group of boys took a strange interest in my sexuality and bullied me, doing things like throwing my belongings out of the classroom during lessons. My teacher witnessed this bullying but did nothing about it, sending the clear message that this type of discrimination wasn’t taken into account as something that was harmful in my community. More>>
Kim Kardashian West Reminds Us Why the Feminist Label Does Matter  By Chloe H, August 19, 2016.  On Monday, Kim Kardashian West set the record straight: She’s not a feminist.
“For me, a feminist is someone who advocates for the civil and social rights and liberties of all people, regardless of their gender; anyone who believes that women should have the same choices and opportunities as men when it comes to education and employment, their bodies and their lifestyles,” she wrote on her website. And yet, she added, despite agreeing with these things, does not consider herself a feminist because she doesn’t like labels.
While few people are likely too concerned with whether Kardashian West as an individual aligns with the feminist movement, her comment points to an age-old debate: Does the feminist label matter? More>>
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Reproductive Health Care Providers Prevail in Spite of Anti-Abortion Protests  National anti-abortion extremist groups attempted to intimidate and harass abortion providers and patients in Cleveland, Philadelphia and Wichita this past July.

We Must #SayHerName: Korryn Gaines Korryn Gaines, a 23-year-old African American woman, was shot and killed in her home by Baltimore County police officers on Monday afternoon.
Moderate Republicans Sweep Kansas State Legislature and Senate, Ousting Conservative Incumbents  Moderates swept the Republican primary races in Kansas, ousting 14 conservative state legislator incumbents, and ushering another 7 moderates into open seats, a sign that many Kansans are not happy with Governor Sam Brownback’s slashes to government services.
An Important Precedent Set in the Case of Purvi Patel  In July, a state appeals court overturned Indiana woman Purvi Patel's feticide conviction, finding that the "Indiana legislature did not intended for the feticide statute to apply to illegal abortions or to be used to prosecute women for their own abortions."
North Dakota Voter ID Law Blocked  Continuing a pattern of recent federal court decisions in favor of voting rights, Judge Daniel L. Hovland of the U.S. District Court for North Dakota blocked enforcement of the state’s strict voter ID law.

Massachusetts Passes Groundbreaking Equal Pay Law  Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker (R) signed into law what is arguably the nation’s strongest equal pay measure.

Texas’ Revised Pamphlet for Women Seeking Abortion Still Full of Innaccuracies  The state of Texas released a new draft of an informational pamphlet on abortion—and it contains numerous inaccuracies and biased information advocates say is meant to shame and scare women.
Ibtihaj Muhammad Is the First American to Compete in the Olympics Wearing a Hijab  This summer Ibtihaj Muhammad is the first American to compete in the Olympics while sporting the hijab, a headscarf some Muslim women choose to wear. 

Canada Forms Commission to Investigate Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women  Carolyn Bennett, Canada’s Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affairs, announced new details concerning a highly-anticipated national inquiry into the disproportionate rate of murders and abductions of indigenous women in Canada. 

Department of Justice Report Finds Baltimore Police Department Saturated with Civil Rights Violations  The Justice Department has issued a scathing 163-page report finding that the policies and practices of the Baltimore Police Department systematically violate the civil rights of black residents. 

Feminist Leaders Marched the Olympic Torch through Brazil  The 2016 Olympic Summer Games began with the traditional parading of the torch throughout the country, including in Fortaleza, where two leaders of Brazil’s feminist movement led the march through the northeastern city.
Judge Rules Planned Parenthood Shooter is Still Not Competent to Stand Trial  A Colorado judge Thursday ruled that Robert Dear, the man who has admitted to carrying out the 2015 shooting at a Colorado Springs Planned Parenthood, remains mentally incompetent to stand trial.
US Policy on Abortion for Women and Girls Raped in Conflict at Odds with International Law  On the 67th anniversary of the adoption of the 1949 Geneva Conventions, a series of treaties concerning the rights and protections of noncombatants, prisoners, and those injured during armed conflict, the United States continues to overlook one of its most important protections: the right of the “wounded and sick” to non-discriminatory medical care.

Baltimore Police Completely Neglected Rape Victims According to Department of Justice Report  The scathing report on the Baltimore Police Department (BPD) issued by the Department of Justice highlights victims of police misconduct not typically discussed: sexual assault survivors.

Chicago Passes Paid Sick Leave Ordinance  Chicago has passed an ordinance requiring that all employers whose business is located within the city limits or who has licensing agreements with the city provide their employees with paid sick leave. 

Obama Administration and States in Contention over Transgender Rights
A federal judge in Texas has issued a preliminary, nationwide injunction blocking the Obama administration from enforcing guidelines that extended protections under Title IX to transgender students in public schools. 

Department of Justice to End Privately Run Federal Prisons  The Department of Justice (DOJ) announced that it will end the use of private prisons to house federal inmates, following the inspector general’s report that private facilities are significantly less safe and more costly than Bureau of Prison (BOP) run institutions.

American Women Dominate the Olympic Games, Huge Success of Title IX  American women are taking home 61 medals from Rio, with another 55 going to the men and five awarded in mixed events. 

Anti-Abortion Laws Permanently Blocked in Florida  A Florida district court judge issued a permanent block on two provisions that would have prohibited Planned Parenthood from receiving state or local funding, and would have forced all women’s health organizations that offer abortion services to undergo annual clinic inspections. 

Texas Maternal Death Rate Doubles in Wake of Family Planning Funding Cuts  Maternal mortality rates in Texas almost doubled between 2010 and 2012, according to a new study by the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology. 

Stanford’s Ban on Hard Alcohol Sends the Wrong Message About Sexual Assault  This past Monday, Stanford University banned hard alcohol from undergraduate parties and residences in the wake of the national outrage following the Brock Turner sexual assault case. 

California Assembly Passes Bill to Eliminate Statute of Limitations for Felony Sex Crimes  The California Assembly unanimously passed a bill that would eliminate the statute of limitations for prosecuting rape and other felony sex crimes.

Burkini Ban Suspended by a Top French Court  A top French court today suspended the controversial burkini ban in a test case brought by a human rights group against a small beach town near Nice.

August 26th is the 96th Anniversary of the Adoption of the 19th Amendment
Women’s Equality Day, August 26th, is the 96th anniversary of the adoption of the 19th amendment into the Constitution, outlawing voter discrimination on the basis of sex.

Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  To the right, below the banner picture, is section labeled “Email Sign-Up” and a box where you enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “Sign-up” button.  It’s as easy as that!  The box below that says “Join NOW”.  If you’re not already a member, click there and be sure to sign up for our chapter, NJ0225, at no extra cost.

Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.


